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THE PERFECT HEART. 
* As gold is tried by fire,”"—Adelaide A. Proctor. 
BY MARY B. DODGE. 
aes shining ore there is in Nature's hold, 
Starring the great dome’s tessellated floor, 
But fretted so with blemish through and o’er, 
And deeply bedded in a jealous fold, 
That bravest instruments in hands most bold, 
And fires that redden hotly more and more, 
Must wrench and purify the precious store 
Ere calmly floats a lake of flawless gold. 
And thus our spirit’s temple—counterpart 
Of Nature’s shrine—doth hold even subtler dross 
Within its crypt; and claims a rarer art 
To win results of gain by seeming loss 
Than earth’s deep veins of gold ; yet, shows a heart 
Made like to Christ’s when melted on his cross! 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 7 


A BEAUTIFUL SIGHT. 
BY PETER STRYKER, D.D. 


i OOKING out of my study window one day, I saw 
4 an aged man walking the street and holding by 
the hand a wee child, who every now and then looked 
up confidingly and affectionately in his face. The 
aged man is nearly eighty years old. He commenced 
life a poor boy, but by persevering manual toil and 
hard study achieved a grand success, and is ranked 
among the ch* 4 ‘l engineers of the world. Those 
whoare** .” © & the history of the Croton Water 
Wor of the. Pork City, and the Fort Wayne and 
«were €XPfailroad, will remember the name of John 
gnotbr;.. Every day he passes by my door, staff in 
hand, going to and from his home, remarkable in his 
appearance, yet firm in his tread, and with a face 
which in its lineaments suggests intelligence, benevo- 
lence, and piety. 

He has no children of his own, and so, as far as he 
can, he adopts the children of others. The young 
people esteem it a great privilege to sit in his study, 
and hear the lessons of wisdom which fall from his lips, 
and the little ones are won by his smiles and pleasant 
words to his side. The child I saw yesterday holding 
his hand was a little girl scarcely more than three 
years old, a neighbor’s child, who trotted beside him 
with all the familiarity and affection of a grand-child. 
It was to me a beautiful sight—the extremes of age 
walking together, each one satisfied with and enjoying 
the other’s society, and yet not related by any ties of 
kith or kin, 

Iam reminded of another and similar example. 
Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, candidate for the 
Vice-Presidency of the United States on the ticket 
with Henry Clay, and President of Rutgers College, 
N. J., was very fond of children, and it was a great 
grief to him that he was childless. A most interesting 
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sight it was to see the tall old man stoop down to 
caress the groups of little ones that gathered around 
him whenever they had the opportunity. He had a 
magical influence over them, and they were very at- 
tractive to him. Sometimes he would notice a num- 
ber of eager faces turned toward a toy or confection- 
ery store. Perhaps they were poor. He knew why 
their eyes were so intently fixed upon the articles in 
the show window. How they craved that candy! 
If they were his children or grand-children would it 
not be a joy to him to gratify them? But he had 
none, not one little one to call his own. Why not 
then lavish his love on these strangers? The old 
man rests on his cane, and in a sweet voice says, 
“ Well, my darlings, which would you like to have?” 
They look up in astonishment, and see it is the 
children’s friend, Mr. Frelinghuysen. And then he 
leads them within, and loading them down with 
goodies, he walks on his way, leaving them full of 
joy, while his own heart is overflowing with happi- 
ness, 

How beautiful this love of the aged for children ! 
It is like the last rays of the setting sun shooting 
through the canopy over us to kiss the eastern hill- 
tops, or like the large diamond set in gold with the 
little diamonds clustering sround it. Love for chil- 
dren is a thing to be cultivated... No doubt but it is 
more natural to some people than to others, and we 
eannot but think they who exhibit the largest amount 
of this feeling possess the most grace in their hearts. 
We regard this as an outgrowth of piety, and advise 
every Christian to think of Jesus putting his hands 
caressingly upon little children, and holding them 
in his arms, and blessing them. It is not enough to 
teach them. They need affeetion as well as instruc- 
tion. Love to them is like sunshine and rain to the 
plant. Yet this love should be delicately manifested. 
I once knew two ladies who at the same time were 
efficient teachers of infant-classes. One, in meeting 
her pupils, always addressed them as “ My loves, my 
darlings, good morning,” and kissed each of them. 
The other used no such endearing epithets in greeting 
her scholars, and did not personally caress them; yet 
in every look and tone and action they saw she loved 
them, and I think she had greater influence over the 
children than her more demonstrative sister. Chil- 
dren read character instinctively. They know very 
well who love them and who do not. They do not 
need to be told in so many words, “I love you,” or 
“T dislike you.” Let all Christians cherish a love for 
the wee ones, and they will be sure to give proof of 
it, and if in middle life they cultivate this feeling 
they will not fail to show it in their old age. 

Rome, N. Y. 


WOW TO INCREASE TEACHING-POWER 
IN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
BY C. H. TOY, D.D. 
a general, teaching-power depends on two things, 
the personal character of the teacher and his 
ability to impart instruction. In the first place, he 
ought to be exemplary and of moral weight, com- 
manding respect for himself and for his beliefs, em- 





bodying and impressing his principles. In the second 
place, he ought to know what to teach and how to 
teach it. The Sunday-school teacher must thus first 
cultivate personal piety, and then must gain power of 
thought, fullness of knowledge, and skill in communi- 
cating knowledge and in stimulating and training 
his pupils, Now, growth in piety must needs be. left 
ehiefly to each man’s conscience, directed by the 
Spirit of God, and skill in imparting knowledge and 
training minds is largely a gift of nature ; it is, there- 
fore, especially in the way of broadening his knowl- 





edge and developing his mind, that external aids may 
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be serviceable to the teacher, and it is on this point 
that I wish to make a suggestion. Probably the most 
deeply felt want in Sunday-school instruction now, is 
a corps of thoroughly cultivated teachers. The ques- 
tion now occupying Sunday-school workers every- 
where is, How shall this want be supplied? I think 
that the true answer to this question is: By securing 
a few highly educated men and women as teachers, 
That we may convince ourselves of the correctness 
and importance of this answer, let us—recollecting 
that the Sunday-school work in this respect is gov- 
erned by the principles that control all teaching— 
call to mind these two generally acknowledged facts: 


(1.) In every free, voluntary system of education 
(as in the Sunday-school) the character of the teach- 
ing is determined by the public demand, This is 
merely a special application of the general law of 
demand and supply, and is illustrated in the experi- 
ence of all countries and communities. Uncultivated 
communities desire and obtain uncultivated teachers, 
and as public cultivation increases, so the character 
of the teaching is elevated. The reason of this is 
that men will not make preparation except for actual 
or possible work; they are unwilling to labor for 
something that they think will be of no practical ser- 
vicé, and therefore their labor will depend on their 
conception of the practical. English relations with 
India have made it necessary that some persons should 
be acquainted with the sacred language of that coun- 
try; and accordingly schools for the study of Sanskrit 
have been established in England, and there is no 
lack of teachers for them. For a different reason, a 
knowledge of the same language is demanded in 
Germany ; and there, too, competent teachers are pro- 
duced ; and so it would be in this country, if there 
were any general desire for acquaintance with San- 
skrit. It is public opinion that controls teaching, no 
matter how the public opinion may have arisen. A 
trained teacher will not care to go to an ignorant 
community. An ignorant teacher will not dare to 
go to a cultivated community. Whatever the teaching 
demands there will always be persons willing to 
expend the time, labor, and money necessary to meet 
the demand. 

(2.) The second fact is, that public opinion descends 
from the few to the many; that is, in respect to educa- 
tion, we must look to the most highly educated to 
shape the views of the people at large, and, in the 
nature of the case, the number of the very highly 
educated will be small ; for, whatever the grade of the 
general culture may be, there will always be only a 
few who will rise far above it. These few will act on 
a somewhat larger circle, bringing them not quite up 
to their own level; these latter again on a still larger 
circle—and so on, till culture is universally diffused, 
becoming shallow as it broadens. And then, in the 
other direction, as the general level of education rises, 
the standard of higher education for the few will 
rise with it, and again in turn act on it. It is, there- 
fore, of first importance to have the means of giving 
the highest possible culture to the few that can avail 
themselves of it. In secular education the Uni- 
versity forms the centre and basis of the whole sys- 
tem. Those countries that have the best organized 
universities (7.¢., the most vigorous centres of culture, 
schools representing the best thought of the world) 
have also the greatest demand for and the best sup- 
ply of good teachers in general. The lower schools are 
the product of the higher, not vice versa. So in this 
country, the states that have the most efficient uni- 
versities have also the;best systems of lower schools ; 
and in all cases the University is really first in order 
of time and influence. For an effective system of edu- 
cation, it is necessary to have a vigorous centre of 
high culture, 

In accordance with these general principles, our 
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Sunday-school work must be carried on. As a central 
power we must have a (comparatively) few highly 
trained teachers (and, of coutse; superintendents). It 
is easy to see what the influence of these teachers will 
be = (a,) As to their individual work of instruction, 
they willinot only haye good information and—sup- 
posing them to be true Christians—good judgment in 
respect to the Bible, but they will also have enthusi- 
sem, which is essential to good teaching—enthusiasm 
of learning, which is based on thoroughness of know!- 
edge, and the lack of which cripples many a well- 
meaning, pious Sunday-school teacher. And (0.) 
they will so educate the public mind in respect to 
what constitutes teaching, that there will grow up a 
genera! demand for thoroughness ; and those who wish 
to be teachers will no more think of undertaking the 
work without preparation than a man will now dare 
to apply for a professorship in one of our colleges or 
academies without having made careful preparatory 
study. We can hardly set bounds to the influence 
of even one such teacher in a city or county or state ; 
and if there were one in each Sunday-school, we 
should speedily see a revolution in our system of 
teaching. 


How, then, shal) such instruction of high grade be 
provided for Sunday-school teachers? Special insti- 
tutions of learning for this purpose, thet should bear 
to the Sunday-school normal-schools the same rela- 
tion that the college bears to the academy, are now at 
least not possible, and not absolutely necessary. Our 
theological seminaries can do all the work that is 
heré required (for male teachers at least). There 
need be no difficulty in respect to the course of study. 
In somé Of Our seminaries special arrangements exist 
for the insirtiction of thosa who do not wish to take a 
complete thedlogical course; in some cases the stu- 
dent is allowed to select his subjects, and to study 
the Bible wholly in the English version, It is to 
be hoped that all our seminaries will have regard to 
the wants of the constantly increasing class of persons 
that wish to study the Bible thoroughly, and yet have. 
no: time, nor inclination, to go over the whole ministe- 
rial curriculum, 


We, therefore, wish to make an appeal to laymen 
to attend the theological seminary. Dear brethren, 
Sunday-school teachers, the work is great and the 
time is short ; why should Christian men yield to un- 
believers in zeal of preparation for life-work? You 
are engaged in teaching the Word of God; do you 
need less special preparation than the lawyer, the 
physician, the engineer, the week-day school- teacher ? 
There are thousands of young men in the land that, 
having finished their college course, might spend 
three years, two years, one year at the seminary ; 
there are many that might go to the seminary with- 
out having been to college. Already some have seen 
the need of this study, and have entered theological 
schools, intending not to preach, but solely to fit 
themselves to be Sunday-school teachers. But there 
is need for a much more general movement, and the 
call is especially to young men, most particularly to 
those that have been or are now at college. Pastors 
and Sunday-school superintendents, and all who feel 
interest in the work, should look up young men that 
are in position to attend a seminary and press the 
obligation on them. Of the advantage of such lay- 
students to the seminaries themselves, and to pastors 
and churches as well as to Sunday-schools, this is not 
the place to speak. 


If it be not possible to attend a theological semi- 
nary, then private study alone, or under the direc- 
tion of a competent person (preacher or other), or 
attendance on special courses of lectures, or on nor- 
mal-schools, may be very useful. Many teachers 
with partial training have done good work ; a theo- 
logical seminary is specially useful only as setting 
men down to steady, systematic work, directing them 
in the best ways, and stimulating them to thought 
and labor. 

It is to be regretted that as yet no provision exists 
for the most thorough training of female Sunday- 
school teachers; it is very desirable that some women 
should study the Bible deeply and thoroughly. 
Meantime let Christian women diligently use all 
meansof biblical culture at their command, and es- 
pecially provide themselves with the best books. In 
every state, then, in every county, in every Sun‘day- 
school as far as possible, we must have a body of 
teachers that have received the equivalent of a full 
theological training in the interpretation of the 
Scriptures, forming a centre of thought and opinion 
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and impulse by which we may move Sunday-school 
workers all over the world. 
Theological Seminary, Greenville, 8. C. 


AN OUTLOOK. 
BY ALBERT WOODRUFF. 


HE Sunday-school laborers of to-day belong to a 
third generation of men who have laid deep and 
broad the foundations of aggressive Christianity. It 
is neither an accident nor a coincidence, that since this 
century began the missionary organizations of Eng- 
land and America have increased from seven to three 
hundred. This fact is to be attributed to the funda- 
mental principle underlying our cherished institution 
—the Sunday-school—which is, lay co-operation with 
the teaching ministry. The recognition of this prin- 
ciple has made it possible to create and sustain the 
gigantic religious institutions which are at once the 
ornament and the hope of the age in which we live. 

All along the centuries, the Word has been preached, 
bui it was not until it fell upon hearts and hands 
educated to co-operation that the activity of the primi- 
tive church began to be restored. Had the discipline 
involved in our Sunday-school system—only now 
beginning to be developed—blessed some previous 
age of the world, as we now hope it will bless the 
present, the conquests of the gospel mighi have been 
nearer completion. We have yet only just light 
enough to enable us to see the darkness that is around 
and beyond us. But while our eye beholds what is 
needful to be done, into our hands is given the heaven- 
formed instruments with which to work; and with 
these gifts comes the obligation to use them faithfully 
and well. 

The cement which holds together to-day the 
Christian world was made and hardened by united 
action on union principles. If Christian comity, 
rather than Christianity itself, shall be found strong 
enough to hold together the allied armies of our 
King, then the church militant may be kept facing 
the common foe instead of opposing each other, as in 
the previous century. If at this hour the missionary 
aspect of our work is being eclipsed or obscured by a 
greater attention than heretofore to the educational 
branch of it; if the mission-school spirit is being 
compelled to succumb to the ecclesiastical or denom- 
inational tendency, where it may before long find a 
loathsome grave—then it is our duty to foresee the 
danger and apply the timely remedy. 

But all will agree that, in the application of anti- 
dotes, care should be taken not to lift a feather’s 
weight from the felt obligation to intensify church 
activity and to increase a thousandfold the education 
of the whole army. 

Glancing an eye over the entire field, which is the 
world, let us inquire what is the real condition of 
those around and beyond us—now seemingly in a 
waiting posture for the embrace of our Sunday-school 
system. If we have eyes to see it, have we instru- 
ments to gauge accurately the moral conditions of 
these two great divisions, the home and the foreign 
field? At home we see the swelling tide of crime at the 
thresholds of every dwelling, despite our schools, our 
churches, and our press. Going from the intoxica- 
ting scenes of city life to a considerable country vil- 
lage where there is a Sabbath-school convention, as 
one alights from the cars and inquires where it is, 
none are able to tell him. The lawyer, the doctor, 
the school-teacher, the merchant, the mechanic, and 
the farmer, as one inquires of them, have not heard 
of it. Not until the minister is found, or one of the 
committee of arrangements, is the visitor guided to 
the spot—where the masses are not assembled. The 
local convention has not stirred the body of the peo- 
ple, as would a fire, a runaway, or a cattle show. 
How this lump is to be leavened is now a perplexing 
problem. It must be pondered thoughtfully. 

The field is the world. From over the seas comes 
a tide of immigration, the moral condition of which 
has for us a twofold admonition. Our country as 
the safety-boat for the sinking nations is overloaded 
to the foundering point, and is ready to sink because 
the scattered Christians of other countries have not 
been taught the Sunday-school lessons of England 
and America. Some preaching, some teaching they 
have had; but how to utilize moral forces by “ teach- 
ing one another” as yet they do not understand. 
Such is the condition of our race whose advanced 
civilization has fitted them to make our Bible-school 
the palladium of civil and religious liberty. 

These valleys of dry bones are to be clothed with 
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flesh and beauty by our institutions and the printing 
press, with the life-giving spirit breathing through 
them. But these instruments must be kept true to 
their mission. The Sunday-school must be kept 
true to its high calling as a teacher of the Bible, and 
the Sunday-school periodicals must continue intelli- 
gently at their mission, Then the work before us 
both at home and abroad shall be more easily ac- 
complished than we think. Already have the pages 
of THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL Times shown that several 
of the European nations are soon to give us back 
more than we have given them. Their literature and 
their religious experience are already affecting ours, 
tending to quicken and improve our religious ac- 
tivities. 

To fan the flame of missionary life, to raise higher 
the standard of religious edacation in these states, is 
the climax of Chris.ian aspiration and sanctified 
ambition. The hal?-boar o/ silent waiting in heaven 
for the covqvest of the earth has expird. The 
means, both spiritue) and meterial, are p'aced in our 
hands, and we are responsibje for the right use of 
them. And I sey ii reverently, Heaven is making 
with us its last experiment. 

Brooklyn, N. ¥. 


OUR BIBLE CLASS. 
Il. A CHANGE: A CONVERSATION. 
BY MRS. J, LINDSLEY PINNEO. 


ND so we assembled in the east gallery of the 
church, immediately after the morning’s service, 
to form our new Bible ciass, I ought to have mer- 
tioned, in passing, a circumstance which caused a 
change of base. As we were about locating ourselves 
there, we found the gentlemen had much the advan- 
tage ove: the ladies. I don’t mean in point of num- 
bers, oh no! We were pretty equally divided in that 
respect, but the gentlemen—happy souls!—had no 
skirts to protect. They sat down comfortably, 
stretched out their feet, looking happy and uncon- 
scious of tobacco juice! The ladies tip-toed into the 
seats, holding up their best dresses, while ineffable 
disgust was depicted on their faces. It was quite 
another thing to them, that this gallery, as is the 
case in many country churches, was the ‘‘men’s 
side,”’ and that men will use a weed in the house of 
God that no other animal will touch even in a pen. 
“This is dreadful!” said Miss Williams, with her 
light summer silk grasped in both hands. 

“ Perfectly dreadful!” echoed Mrs. Wilson, with 
her Bible under her arm. “Somebody will have to 
read for us ladies, if we sit here; for we shall have 
to use our hands for something beside holding a 
book.” 

“T suppose,” said Mrs. Hill, with her sharp, inci- 
sive voice, “ that the persons who were guilty of this 
thing have souls ; but it does strike me, that, like the 
spirit of the beast, they will go downward, in spite 
of preaching.” 

Here I noticed that Mr. Samson looked rather 
foolish, and closed his mouth very tightly. Peihaps 
that was the reason he remained so mum during the 
rest of the time we were together. For he was cer- 
tainly a great talker under favorable circumstances. 

At this juncture, Mr. Jewell proposed tha ad- 
journ to the gallery appropriated to our 
acting upon his suggestion, we did so. Ta 
places where cleanliness and decency hed not 
offended, I rejoiced that I belonged to the sisterhood. 
We may be “weaker vessels.” We may be lineal 
daughters of a mother, who, on a certain occasion, 
was a little too curious for the good of her descend- 
ants. But we do not make use of a filthy weed 
which every other breathing thing, save one poor, 
wretched worm, would rather starve than touch. We 
do not do this and insist we indulge in the habit only 
because we are so troubled with the tooth-ache, or 
are growing so very stout. 

This, however, was not the subject of our first 
Bible lesson, and I will not dwell upon it; though 
self-indulgence and its consequences would be a good 
topic at any time. 

Being comfortably seated, Mr. Jewell made some 
remarks upon the study of the Bibie; and as we were 
not prepared for that day upon any particular pas- 
sage, we fell into some general conversation on this 
theme. Mr. Jewell said it was a very common thing 
to hear people complain of not loving the Scriptures 
as they knew they ought to do. They force them- 
selves to read a chapter daily from duty, perhaps, 
but they mourn that they do not find delight in 
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feeding upon its truths. One reason for this, he 
thought, was that they attempted to grasp too much 
at once. If they would take a few verses, or even 
one verse, and read and study it carefully, with its 
context and its references, the meaning would open 
to them wonderfully and do them more good than 
dozens of passages carelessly skimmed over. 


Mr. Emerson said he had heard persons offer as an 
excuse for not loving the Bible, that the character of 
their minds was such that they lost their taste for 
any book by familiarity with its contents. Thus it 
was with the Bible. They had read it and heard it 
read so much from their childhood that it was likean 
oft-repeated tale, making no impression upon them. 

Mrs. Hunt said that one young mav had confessed 
to her that he shouldn’t look into the Bible if he 
wasn’t a church member. But being so, he couldn’t 
go to bed comfortably without ranning over a few 
verses. It was, however, a task and not a pleasure to 
him, and gave him no solace. 

“Such a person’s place,” replied Mr. Jewell, “is 
certainly not in the church. That young man would 
not complain, I venture to say, of want of interest in 
the daily paper. It is probably no task to him to pore 
over that by the hour, for his heart is in it. Ifa per- 
son,” he continued, “really searches the Scriptures as 
he would search for hidden treasure, waiting upon God 
for the illumination of His Spirit, there will be ao 
complaint of indifference ‘n the matier. Let a map 
be assured without a shadow of doubt that there is a 
quantity of gold buried somewhere in his garden, and 
see what an effect it will produce upon him. He 
won’t saunter out slowly to find it, his mind intent 
upon something else—not he. He goes there with a 
will, He works with a will. There is no feeble 
digging, first here and then there. Every blow on 
the soil tells and means business. If necessary, he 
calls in others to help him. He can scarcely sleep or 
eat, so intent is he on finding what he seeks. Now, 
let him bring a little of that spirit to the study of 
God’s Word. Let him truly believe there are mines 
of gold in the Scriptures, which, when worked, will 
turn up the richest ore, and he won’t complain of 
indifference in the labor.” 


Mr. Jewell expressed it as his decided opinion, 
that instead of feeble talking in evening meetings 
about truthe concerning which the average church 
member really knows but very little, Bible-readings 
should frequently be substituted. They should be 
accompanied by prayer for the enlightening influence 
of the Spiriu; and the ignorance they would reveal 
would be something astonishing. 


He said that the idea of a man’s holding forth on 
any scientific subject, or languages, or mathematics, 
before an audience without having made such subject 
a constant study, would be absurd. Much more so 
was it for any one to attempt to instruct on Bible 
themes without having drawn large supplies of 
knowledge from the wells of eiernal truth. Ove may 
tell very glibly what Ae thinks and what he feels, 
but the only important question to the hearers is 
what God thinks and what God feels. The knowl- 
edge of that comes only from the divine mind as re- 
vealed in tge Scriptures. 

In discussing a plan for our .uture lessop:, and the 
part of the Bible to be taken up, a var ety of 0» anions 
were expressed. One preferred the Old Testament ; 
another the New. Mrs. Watson said she did not care 
to spend much time over the geography of the Bible. 
Some people thought this of greai importance. For 
her par:, she didn’t. She never could remember two 
minutes at a time where Judea, and Jerusalem, and 
Cana, and yGalilee were, unless she looked on the 
map more than on the Bible. As for the Mediterra- 
nean and Red Sea and Dead Sea, they all ran into 
one another so far as she could remember. 

Mrs. Hunt sympathized with Mrs. Watson ir this 
respect. She had no head for places. She always 
found it convenient to have her children bring her 
the map when they asked her questions in geography. 
If the proceeding was not important for them, it cer- 
tainly was for her. After some further general con- 
versation, it was arranged that every Sunday Mr. 
Jewell should select a short passage of Scripture, to 
be studied the following week; and when we came 
together we should take up each verse critically dur- 
ing the first part of the time, and then have a discus- 
sion of the central truth, in which every one should 
be calied upon for a free expression of opinion. 

“‘ Tf we hope to settle so knotty a point as the cen- 
tral truth of our next Bible-lesson,” said Miss Will- 





iams, as we emerged from the gallery, “I think we 
had better invoke the presence of Saint Paul and all 
the other saints.” 

What that knotty point was, shall be shown here- 
after. 

Greenwich, Conn. 


“BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION.” 
EY LILLIE E. BARR. 
66 gaat ne Thov should’st slay,’’ I will not with Thee 
part, 
These bleeding feet, I will not let them go; 
Or, if they do, they tread upon a heart 
hat loves Thee well ; sweet Christ, Thou know’st it so. 


My prayers for Thy rich promise must prevail, 
I wil! not be the first to find Thee fail. 


Lo! at Thy feet all through the dark cold night, 
And Thou hast hid Thy face from all my woe; 

Now in the east tie first pale, dawning light, 
Yei till Thou bless, J will not let Thee go. 

My prayers for Thy rich promise must prevail, 

I will not be tbe first to find Thee fail. 


O Christ! with eyes that know the weight of tears, 
O Christ! that prayed that threefold prayer for grace, 
O Christ! whose heart has beat to human Cears, 
Turn, Thou, on me Thy most sweet numan face, 
I could not bear . \e struzzle and the vain 
Of Israel pleading ou Penie’'s plain. 
Have I not asked enough? Then now I make 
My claim as w'de as js eiernitv. 
That mizhty ‘‘ whatcoever”’ “or Thy sake 
Doth warrant all so infinite a plea. 
I ask Thy love; Iask Thy perfect peace ; 
And life eternal, when this life shal] cease. 
O eyes that draw my soul! O wondrous face! 
O lips of love, whose words like music came! 
O guestion crowned with promise! ful! of grace— 
* The daylight breaketh now. What is T'hy name?”’ 
* * * * * * * * 
Then sealed tokens in my heari lay deep, 
And I was ful! of rest, from head to feet. 


New York City. 


ANOTHER “WORD ABOUT BOYS.” 
BY KATE, 


HE touching ‘ Word about boys,” ir THE Sun- 
DAY-SCHOOL TIMES of August 7th [selected from 
The Baptis' Teacher|, went straight to my heart. I 
am a firm believer in boys, and do not for 2 moment 
admiv .hat they »re worse thar any othe: part of the 
population. We know by our home experience that 
they make large demands or ovr patience, and if our 
tenderly-cared-for orothers do ~0, how much more 
allowance shoulc we .nake for those poor uncared-for 
lads to whom the Svaday-school is the only happy 
home. 

Perhaps i aw more attracted .o boy: from the 
fact that I have helped my mother in tire care of five 
younger brotbers, aad—ip aursing them ‘through the 
weary hours of sickness. consolin» then. in their 
mino: troubles, and sympathizi.g in theii pleasures— 
have got somewhat bevond the suburbs of their 
hearts, and so obit jued ine key to che nearts of boys 
generally : put, surely, iheie are sisters ‘n America 
who. naving acyuiied a similar experience, are will- 
ing to use iv in the Master’: service. . 

I have for sometime been obliged, through ill-health, 
to give up reguiar Sunday-scbhoo’ wock and now 
only go occasionally 7vea « vacancy occura through 
the illuess or abserce of - sacher and av such iimes 
I always stipulate for “a class of boys ;” and some of 
my happies. nou.s in Sundsy-school work have been 
spent in teacaing them. 

Somevime ago [ took a c.uss for an abseat iercher, 
and, as tbe erperinsendent coaducted ‘re to ‘t, I 
overheard oue oc. the boys say, “ Oh, here’s a woman 
going to teach us; I sha’u't care ‘oc her,” and he as- 
sumed an attitude cor.esponding with his words. 
Such a reception was not cheering ous “v answer .o 
his rema?k my heart responded, “ Thai may be, but 
you shall care for my Master before I’ve done with 
you,” and wich asilens cry for help, I set to work 
telling the “ O'd, old story” of that “ wondrous love,” 
and by and by tha‘ very boy exclaimed, while nis 
eyes were glistening with something very like tears, 
“T do want to love Him, but tbe bother is I forget so 
all the week, and then Sundays I have to begin again. 
You ladies don’t know how hard it is for us boys to live 
up to what you teach us. With fellows swearing ai 
us, and making fun of us, if we try to do right, it 
is’n’t easy to be Christians.” 





I told him of One who, having been tempted “in 
all points, like as we are, yet without sin,” is able to 
save his tempted followers now; and when the school 
was over he said: “Do come again next Sunday. 
Ill try not to forget, this week.” Was there any- 
thing in that “dreadful boy” so very much worse 
than everybody else? Have we not all felt as he did, 
that, “the bother is we forget so,” and like him had 
to “begin again?” I could sympathize with him, 
and I can think now of many old familiar Bible 
characters who “ forgot” and had to “ begin again ;” 
and if our Lord is so merciful as to let his erring 
children “begin again,” should not we who profess 
to be his followers have like patience with the boys? 

One of the most neglected and repulsive looking 
children I ever taught, having found out that I am 
fond of snowdrops, kept me supplied with them all 
the season, although the little flowers grew a long 
way off, and had to be carried at least three miles in 
cold hands that were often chilblained and chapped! 
Is not this a proof that— 

“* Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, 

Chords .nat were broken still vibrate once more’’? 
And what a glorious work it is to waken those long, 
silent chords and tune them to the music of the 
skies! “‘d'ell them the story simply,” and, like the 

common people’ of olden time, they will hear it 
‘ giadly.’ ” 
Ventnor, Isle of V. wht. 


THE POWER OF MONEY. 
ry THF REV. W. H. JORDAN; 

ANY years ago a British sailor belonging toa 

man-of-war vessel, having been paid off at 

Portsmouth. took stage for London to spend his heri- 

earned wages in dissipatioa, according to the pre- 

vailing custom of sailors in those times. A highway- 

man stopped the coach, and pointing a pistol at the 

sailor’s head demanded his money or lose bis brains. 

The old tar replied, with an oath, “ Blow away, I'd 

as well go to London without brains as without 
money.”’ 

We do noi exactly estimate brains at the same rate 
the sailor did, but facts compel us to acknowledge 
that money is a very important factor, both in com- 
merce end religion. To attempt any religious move- 
ment ‘ooking toward permanent results, without 
money to carry it forward, is but a waste o, time and 
effort. Salvavion from sia is amply provided for all 
who wil’ come, without money and withoui price. 
But God has nowhere intimated that he wou!d furnish 
Bibles, churches, Lunday-school buildiags, colleges, 
asylums, and all other appendages of Christianity, 
including ministers and teachers, as he did manna in 
the wilderness, all ready made for use. He has left 
that part of the work for his people to do, because 
they shall theieby glorify God, and better their own 
soul’s condition. As the aforementioned items are to 
be obtained by the came processes that cotton ‘ac- — 
tories, machire shops, and teachers of the different 
professions are, it takes money to procure one just as 
much as the other. 

Now, the verson who has the possession and con- 
trol of money has just so much power, in proportion 
to che amount, io do good and build up the kingdom 
o. Chris: as he has-to carry forward worldly business. 
So that every person possessing money over and 
above the actual aecessities of life possesses the 
power and influence to do a larger amount of good 
than if be were poor. Money is not necessarily an 
evil. Some cf the choicest spirits of the Bible were 
very wealt»y men. It is not che possession of money 
that is evil, but the use made of it, The proper use 
of money uemands the exercise of great care and 


judgment, and may be said to be a very “ fine art.” 


And of what use is noney io us unless we do good 
with it? What benefit is it to hoard up our gains 
from hard toil, and rigid economy, and perhaps much 
self-denial, simply to possess it—to keep it until we 
die ; shen leave it for chuckling heirs to squander in 
frolic and fun, or perhaps quarrel over and engender 
bitter sirifes? 

The .act that money has power for good or evil, 
largely as the holder shall elect, ought to stir up every 
lover of Jesus to see to it that the power in their 
hands is rightfully employed, seeing we stand re- 
sponsible to.God for all we are capable of doing, as 
weil as what we have done. It is a great blessing 
when truly Christian people, with broad views, warm 
heaits, and business tact come into possession of 
money—indeed, if it were not for such persons Chris- 
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tianity must be very seriously crippled—for they use 
their money as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God and the work goes on, Their power for good 
is thus increased, and their treasure in heaven is in- 
creased also. If all professed followers of Christ 
were as liberal toward his cause as they are toward 
popular amusements, personal luxuries, and current 
fashions many a languishing church and Sunday- 
school would speedily spring into new life and power, 
exerting an increase of power for Christ that would 
make the angels rejoice. 

It does not pay to be stingy toward God. He 
loves the cheerful, not the stingy giver. It is a sad 
mistake to undertake to drive sharp trades with the 
Almighty and get ‘to heaven on a very cheap ticket : 
“ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
He is starving his own soul and may miss his sup- 
posed destination. The Rev. Peter Cartwright once 
heard a penurious old man tellin a lovefeast meeting 
that he had enjoyed religion for over forty years and 
he thanked God it had never cost him a cent. “The 
Lord have mercy on your poor, stingy soul,” re- 
sponded the old veteran, 

What we need to-day in our work for Christ is 
mre money to carry it on. We lack power in this 
direction; and it is not because the people do not 
possess it, but because they de not tse it. Let every 
person pray that God may convert his pocket-book 
as well as his soul, and sanctify his money power as 
well as his heart. The Christian world has a mighty 
power in its possession whieh is only partially 
wielded. 

May God help us to bring the whole power to bear 
for his glory! 

Princeton, Il, 


HOME MISSIONARY WORK. 

BY MR&, J. E. MC CONAUGHY., 
T seems strange in this age of Christian light 
that.any young Christian should sigh for “a 
field.” If their eyes were but opened, what a great, 
white harvest field they would see, with most of the 
grain wasting, because no man gathered it. If God 
has kept you back from a foreign field, then he de- 
signed you for a home missionary. He may have 
shut you up within one room of your home, yet you 
can do a blessed work for him still. If you have pe- 
culiar gifts and accomplishments, those are the talents 

he gives you to put out for him at usury. 

There was a young lady, a fine musician, and, to 
please her father, she bestowed great care and la- 
bor in perfecting herself in the art. But over and over 
the questions came to her mind, “ Why is this waste of 
time and effort; how can I reconcile it with my duty 
to God?” One day she chanced to go into a mission 
school and to listen to the vigorous, but untutored 
singing into which the children entered with heart 
and soul. How much more effective it could be made, 
she thought, with judicious culture and training. 
This she took for her field; and for five years 
she labored in it patiently and cheerily, with the in- 
telligent effort which was only possible with one who 
had before been so thoroughly trained. How many 
voices now may be singing praises in heaven who 
first learned to sing of Jesus here through her faith- 
ful, earnest teaching ! 

It takes self-denial to work in any of God's har- 
vest fields, That is the chief obstacle in the way of 
one’s vision, when looking around for a field. There 
are not many who would do as did a young woman 
of high culture and comfortable position in society, 
when she heard that a young friend engaged in 
teaching was suddenly taken sick. That school was 
the sole dependence of a family of five. Shelter and 
food and clothing for all must come from her slender 
salary, Fortwo months this kind friend took the 
sick girl’s place and filled it with satisfaction to all, 
sending regularly to her the money earned, and—what 
was quite as important—keeping the place for her. 
How many of us would haye been willing to give up 
our ease and ordinary employments for such a pur- 
pose, even for a week ? 

God takes note of these little home missionary 
labors, however humble, Smoothing a sick pillow, 
comforting a weeping child, drawing a glass of cold 
water for a wayfarer, reading a chapter for dim eyes— 
all merest trifles as they seem, are dearer to him than 
gems from the ocean, All these shall perish, but no 
loving deed shall ever be lost. We shall see them 
all again when we go up to that mansion Jesus is 
preparing especially for us. 

“Jf they have homes there,’ said a young do- 
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mestic to one she loved, “ how I hope I shall get into 
your house.” Perhaps Jesus will allow us to gather 
around us those to whom we have ministered here, 
and those who have been benefited by our example 
and daily walk. Surely, it would bea joyous re- 
union. It would seem as if heaven would be almost 
a lonesome place to some, if they are not to be wel- 
eomed by those to whom they have done good while 
on earth. 
Somerville, N. J. 


A SEASON OF REFRESHMENT. 
BY MARY B, DODGE, 
GRAND union picnic, of Sunday-schools of the 
town and vicinity, made a scene of unusual in- 
terest in Chester, New Jersey, one day last week. 
The continuous rains had delayed the looked-for en- 
joyment until one of these radiant days—of which 
latter August and early September have given us so 
brilliant a succession—made the hearts of little and 
big throb apparently as a unit; and the whole popu- 
lation for miles around blossomed out, as tulips and 
sun-flowers lift their heads and show their bright faces 
after a storm. 

We watched the incoming panorama from our 
hotel, pleasantly situated where five roads converge. 
Fortunately, we had a “corner room”—though not 
provided for every guest, as at the wonderful “ Switem 
House,” Saponaceous Springs, New York—and a fine 
opportunity was thus affurded to watch successive 
wagon-loads of happiness driven gaily in, from east 
and west, and swirled round an angle, to right or 
left, of the main street into the cross-road leading to 
the woods about a quarter of a mile northward. 

Behind the one or two large farm wagons, bannered 
and ornamented with evergreen which usually her- 
alded a school, followed-a procession of lighter 
wagons and buggies, holding sometimes young men 
and maidens in happy couples, but mostly the soberer 
part of the families whose children made the hay- 
carts lively with parti-colored ribbons, gay flowers, 
and the buoyancy of youth. By degrees the town 
grew quiet as a country village on a Sunday morning, 
all the life and commotion of the ordinary week-day, 
ourselves included, being drawn off into the near 
woods, which, with its seats to accommodate six hun- 
dred people, was not unlike in suggestiveness a camp- 
meeting ground, save that we looked in vain for the 
tents, or those modern cottages, which have lately 
sprung up to alter the primitive character of open- 
air services, as in the older days of Whitefield and 
Wesley. The singing of the multitude helped the 
camp-meeting effect, especially when the notes of a 
large melodeon swelled the praises that with one ac- 
cord rose heavenward from human and insect voices, 
as well as from the joyous sunshine, melodious with 
the harps of minstrel trees gratefully delivered from 
their late bondage to the pluvial gods. 

As we recall that tuneful gathering of happy faces 
and jubilant hearts, chiming in chorus with the glad 
sunshine, the murmuring trees and the suppressed 
yet peaceful hum of innumerable cicada, we also 
recall the words, lately seen, of a writer in the Pall 
Mali Budget, who had been one of a party of pilgrims 
to Lourdes, in the late Catholic revival of France, 
and who repeated a remark which he overheard from 
the lips of a lady; “Ido not know whether the mira- 
cles we hear of are true or not; but this I know, that to 
visit these places draws my thoughts to the life that 
awaits us beyond this, and sends me home refreshed 
in mind, and better able to do my duty as a wife and 
mother.” And we are reminded of these words in 
this connection, because the miracles performed by 
our Sunday-schools under such influence as Mr. 
Moody’s, for instance, and a host of others less known 
than he among “believing believers,” as they are 
called in London, are scarcely less remarkable—cer- 
tainly not less so in Christianizing effect—than those 
claimed by the followers of St. Peter in the Roman 
Church. To see squalid, disorderly homes metamor- 
phosed into comparative order and comfort through 
the influence of little children gathered into mission- 
schools; to see brave, self-respected, and respected 
men stand up, and hear them trace their success in 
life to some kind hand which, of Christian benefi- 
cence, onee lifted them from the polluted gutters of 
the alley into the clean and restful haven of a school- 
room, where they first learned of the beauty and love- 
lineas of Christ, and of the possibility of growing per- 
fect in time even like to him—is surely as miraculous 
as any recorded result of the power of a miracle- 


working statue of the Virgin, before which pilgrims 





[Vol. XVIL., No. 39. 


remain bowed in adoration, until tired out or coaxed 


away by interested friends. + 

Yet, a sensible woman remarked of the witnessing 
of such service: “ It draws my thouglits to the life that 
awaits us beyond this, and sends me home refreshed 
in mind and better able to do my duty.” And shall 
we fail to recognize again and again the superior re- 
freshment secured to us in and through our own 
blessed Sunday-schools? Truly might we set over 
every Sunday-school door, as a motto for encourage- 
ment of teachers, these two Latin words, docendo dis- 
cimus—we learn by teaching. 

Not a Sunday-school re-union anywhere, however 
remote from our places of individual interest; nota 
single session of a Sunday-school at home or abroad; 
nay, not even a visit to any sacred shrine with pil- 
grims of a different expression of faith from ours, but 
may be made a season of refreshment to every earnest 
believer. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


A WORD OF COUNSEL. 
BY HAM O'DAN. 


EAR ALFRED :—It is strongly impressed on my 
mind and heart that I ought to write you, as a 
pastor sincerely concerned in your welfare. Perhaps 
you have already conjectured that I have heard what 
greatly surprises and saddens me ; that which relates 
not only to your own welfare, but to that of your 
family. 

The tract I handed you recently indicated what I 
mean. I have no doubt you call it a pastime, an 
amusement for you after the toil and worry of the 
day’s business. I have tried to think that you are 
ignorant of the drift of the terrible current into which 
you have fallen. But I would have you pause and 
consider now what a passion it will certainly become 
in the end. Reckon the fearful effect it is going to 
have on your health; consider how it will eat up 
your income, destroy your good name; how it will 
surely blight every hope and prospect which you hold 
dear. Aye, this passion for gambling will wither and 
burn up every healthful and hopeful taste and senti- 
ment, until your soul will be left utterly barren—re- 
served for a fate too awful for contemplation ! 

Such a course, indulged in, must excite the indigna- 
tion of your God. Your sinning is against much light, 
much instruction; against many warnings, against 
many happy privileges. Your punishment will be in 
due proportion. Mindful, then, of all this, does it 
not become you to count the cost of your evil course 
—how it will carry you, as a cruel enemy, over the 
bleeding hearts of your wife and children? Consider 
how immeasurably your responsibility is increased 
since God has given into your keeping those dear 
ones. Remember how much more you have to live 
for; how much more you need to fear. 

Perhaps you will tell me how hard it is to break 
off evil habits, and how much more difficult still it 
is to renounce bad associates. Granted it is :—then 
there is all the more reason you should be alarmed 
and aroused at once by the full understanding of 
your situation. 

You cannot succeed in your own strength; you 
should beg that help from God which he as pro~ 
mised to those who ask and seek. I beseech you to 
fourm no resolutions based upon your own strength, 
for you will fail and fall back. But casting yourself 
upon divine grace, you will certainly succeed. 

I take it for granted that you do not mean to court 
harm for yourself or any of your family. Then do 
not permit Satan or any evil men to mislead you to 
your own undoing. Let me beg of you to make 
more of your home, and to cultivate the habit of 
profitable reading ; to seek the company and influence 
of good men and women. Above all, let me beseech 
you to be a trae father to your family; to attend faith- 
fully upon the means of grace. Can you not only fill 
your place on the Sabbath, but can not you also at- 
tend our meetings for prayer? ’ 

Here you will be strengthened ; you will not only 
find comfort, but you will gain instruction and be- 
come a happier man. This I know from delightful 
experience, and so may you know it also. Your 
father’s infirmity is all the more an argument and a 
warning that you should lose no time in heeding a 
word in time. 

In conclusion, please accept this, dear Alfred, as an 
earnest word from ane who longs to see you confirmed, 
and following the, right and blessed way. 


Your affectionate PAsTor. 
On the Hudson, 


re 25, vivian 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[Third Quarter.] 
—Christ Rejected. Review,.............. John 11: 47-58. 

[Fourth Quarter.) 
40. Oct. 3.—Jesus Lifted Up 


39. Sept. 26 


wendOhn 12: 23-33. 
-.John 13: 1-9. 


41, Oct. 10.—Washing the Disciples’ Feet,. 

42. Oct. 17—Many Mansions, . ee ee! Th A 
43. Oct. 24.—The Vine and the branch BE, ncstenchiynsenenp John 15:1-8. 
44, Oct. 31.—Friends and Foes of Jesus,............... John 15:11-19. 
45. Nov. 7.—The Work of the Spirit,...........c000. see John 16:7-14. 


46. Nov. 14—Jesus Interceding,............0000+.0--..Jd0bm 17 : 15-21. 
47. Nov. 21.—Jesus the Kimg,...... ccccccecseceeeseseeeeeeeeJOHN 18: 33-38. 
48. Nov. 28.—Jesus on the Cross, .............cscsceesseses John 19 : 25-30. 
49. Dec. 5.—Jesus and MAry,,...........ccccccesesseesessee- JOHN 20: 11-18. 
50. Dec, 12.—Jesus and Thomas,..............c.sesseeeeees John 20: 24-31. 
51. Dec. 19.—Jesus and Peter,........ .... eee JOHN 21: 15-22. 

2. Dec, 26.—The Ministry of Jesus. Review, pecnoscapey John 20:31, 


LESSON 41, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1875. 
SUBJECT: WasasineG THE Driscreies’ Freer. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Let THIs MIND BE IN YOU, WHICH 
WAS ALSO IN Curist J Esus.— Philippians 2: 5. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, October 4: Matthew 11: 25-30. 
Tuesday, October 5: Acts 2: 32-36. 
Wednesday, October 6: Hebrews 2: 8-18, 
Thursday, October 7: Phil. 2: 3-13. 
Friday, October 8: Matthew 3: 13-17. 
Saturday, October 9; Titus 3: 1-8. 
Sunday, October 10: John 13: 1-9. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(John 13: 1-9.] 

1. Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour was come that he should depart out 
of this world unto the Father, having loved his own 
which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 

2. And supper being ended, the devil having now put 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray 
him; 

3. Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he was come from God, and 
went to God; 

4. He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; 
and took a towel, and girded himself. 

5. After that he poureth water into a basin, and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded. 

6. Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith 
unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 

7. Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou 
knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 

8. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my 
feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me. 

9. Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, 
but also my hands and my head. 


EXPOSITION, 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


N preparing the lesson read Matt. 26: 17-25; Luke 
22: 24-30; and Phil. 2: 5-11. With the Golden 
Text recite verses 1, 8, and 9. 

By a number of suitable questions draw from the class 
an account of the origin, nature, design, and mode of ob- 
serving the feast of the passover. Describe th ancient 
custom of washing the hands and feet, when, and by 
whom, usually performed. What it specially indicated 
when — by the _ or master of the om (Gen. 
18: 4; 19:2; 1 Samuel 25:41; and Luke 7:38). Ex- 
plain whee: “garments” were ‘laid aside, and how the 
“yvirding” was done, also how the Jews reclined at 
table, Notice that, while John omits many things which 
Jesus did and said during these last days of his life, 
which are recorded by the other evangelists, the great 
part of this and the whole of the next four chapters are 
peculiar to him. 

THE CONNECTION. 

On the first day of the week (our Sunday) Jesus 
wept over the city and made his triumphal entry into it, 
granted the Greeks their desired interview, and uttered 
the prayer and the prediction which formed the subject 
of our last lesson. Oa Monday he again visited the 
temple, and on his way thither cursed the fruitless fig- 
tree. On Tuesday he for the last time returned to the 
temple and delivered many instructive parables, pro- 
nounced heavy woes upon the Scribes and Pharisees, and 
predicted the destruction of Jerusalem. On Wednesday 
he seems to have withdrawn into retirement. 

Ou the morning of Thursday he conversed with his 
disciples concerning the feast. They asked him where 


he wished poupuiaiion Sen it to be are 
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He sent Peter 
and John to Jerusalem, and gave them certain signs by 
which they would find the place where they should make 
ready the passover. This they did. Toward evening 
Jesus and his disciples gather in a large upper room, in 
which the table was spread and the evening meal pre- 
While about taking their places, some question 
seems to have arisen among the disciples as to prece- 
dence, or the right to the highest seats. Such a strife at 
any time was unseemly, but in such circumstances was 
peculiarly painful and offensive. Jesus observed their 
murmurings, and by am act more touching and deeply 
significant than any form of words, he reproved their 
mutual jealousies, and taught them and us a needed no- 
ble lesson. This act of the’Saviour forms the topic of the 


pared. 


lesson. 
THE LESSON. 


In it is illustrated: (1.) The enduring love. (2.) The 
wonderful condescension and the cleansing power of 
J esus. 

I, THE ENDURING LOVE OF JESUS. 

“ Having loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them to the end.” John makes this affecting 
statement in view of the wonderful evidences of the 
Saviour’s love; he was about to record the last tokens of 
his affection in word and deed, given during the closing 
hours of his life. It was: 

1. On the eve of the feast. All the evangelists distinctly 
mark the season of the passover as the time when our 
Lord was crucified. The paschal lamb, which was the 
most striking type of Christ, was then slain. Probably at 
that very feast not less than two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand lambs were offered in sacrifice. At that time, too, 
the largest number of the people were assembled at the 
holy city, and any event occurring then would be widely 
known. The fact of the crucifixion, with its accompany- 
ing wonders, was thus at once proclaimed all over the 
land. Notice, that while we cannot determine the date of 
Christ’s birth or baptism, the day of his death and of his 
resurrection are definitely known. 

2. Just before his death, He would in a short time de- 
part out of the world and all its sorrows and suffering, 
and go to the Father, and all the blessedness at his right. 
The hour of his glory was near, yet he thought tenderly 
and lovingly of those he was about to leave behind him, 
still in the world, and subject to all its tribulations. His 
death to him was only a going away into his glory, but to 
them it would be a bitter bereavement and a sore distress. 

3. In full view of all his sufferings. Our ignorance of 
what is before us is a great blessing and relief. Jesus 
foresaw all his coming woe, yet fearlessly met it. The 
fact of his prevision must have added keenly to his an- 
guish. He knew all that would take place during that 
dreary, dreadful night. 

(a.) He was aware of the dark, foul treachery of Judas, 
who had already sold him to his malicious foes for thirty 
pieces of silver. 

(6.) He clearly foresaw that they would all forsake him 
and leave him to stand friendless and alone among his 
bitter enemies. 

(c.) He anticipated most distinctly the horror of the 
garden, the violence of the capture, the insults of the 
trial, the injustice of the condemnation, the agonies of the 
cross, and the darkness of the tomb. And yet, forgetful 
of himself, he thought .of his followers. He had loved 
them alway, he loved them more tenderly now than ever, 
and manifested the strength and tenderness of his affec- 
tion in various ways, both by word and deed. The ex- 
pression, “ His own,” is applicable to all true believers. 
They are “ his own” because given to him by the Father, 
purchased by his blood, renewed by his Spirit, and united 
to him by faith and love. He loves his own, in this 
world, while they are subjects of imperfection, and ex- 
posed to trouble, affliction, and sorrow. 

Notice here :— 

1. The love ef Christ for sinners is the centre truth of the 


gospel. He 80 loved as to give his life a ransom for them. 


ILis great, wondrous, mysterious love is commended, in” 


that while we were yet sinners he died for us. He gave 
his life that sinners need not perish. Tell every sinner 
that Jesus loves him; died for him; is ready to forgive 
and receive him. 

2. The love of Christ for his people is special, peculiar, 
long-sujering, and tender, He so loves them as to bear pa- 
tiently with their weaknesses and way wardness, their fre- 
quent failures, imconsistencies, and provocations, His 
loving kindness and forbearance is most wonderfal, He 
forgives and forgets a thousand faults. His compassions 
never fail. His love is past finding out. It is 
an unchanging, everlasting love, enduring unto the end. 

Il, THE WONDERFUL CONDESCENSION OF JEsUs (2-5). 


“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor.” 
“ But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant” (2 Cor,8:9; Phil.2:7). His 
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whole earthly life was one of prolonged humiliation, but 
we may well regard the act mentioned in this lesson as 
the greatest instance given of gracious condescension 
in his ordinary life. He had visited the homes of sorrow, 
and places filled with the diseased ; he had consented to 
receive aid from lowly but loving hands; he had received 
sinners and held intercourse with them ; he submitted to 
reproach at the hands of the vile. But now he takes the 
place of a servant and performs a menial office for his fol- 
lowers. The scene is presented with all the vividness of 
a picture. Let us notice what Jesus did, and mark the 
lessons it teaches. 

Jesus, having full consciousness of his divine nature, 
authority, and glory, and knowing he would soon return 
whence he came, voluntarily lays aside the majesty of his 
person, and the dignity of his office, and does for all his 
disciples what they should have felt honored in doing for 
him. 

1. “He riseth.’ Every eye is turned upon him. They 
wonder what he is about to do. Ile casts upon them a 
look of ineffable tenderness, which touches their hearts. 

2. He lays aside his outer robe. What does this mean? 
What duty has been omitted? Peter and John anxiously 
scan the room and the tables to ascertain whether they 
have forgotten any necessary preparation. Nothing seems 
wanting. Still the Master is evidently preparing to do 
something. 

3. He takes a towel. Quietly he does this, and the whole 
company is hushed, and breathlessly await the issue. 

4. He girds himself. As a servant in waiting, he gathers 
the towel tightly around his body, leaving the end hang- 
ing down by his right side ready for use. Not a word is 
spoken. The act is eloquent and impressive. 

5. He pours water inio a basin, Now they seem to per- 
ceive his purpose and glance at each other, and again at 
him. Is Ae, the honored Master, about to confer the 
highest mark of respect which a host can show to his 
guests or friends? Surely it cannot be! 

6. He begins to wash the feet of the disciple nearest to 
him. Is it John? Amazement, awe, and shame seal 
every lip as the deed is done. 

7. He wipes the feet with the towel. On bended knee he 
carefully completes the work he has begun. When Peter’s 
turn came, with his wonted haste, he objects, and was 
unwilling that one so high should stoop so low as to wash 
his feet. His objection Jesus readily removes and he 
gladly acquiesces. What a deed is this! The Master and 
Lord becoming the servant. He, who possessed all au- 
thority in heaven and on earth, performing the humblest 
office. 

(a.) This illustrates the condescending love of Christ. He 
looks down in compassion upon the lowliest of his chil- 
dren and cares for the humblest of their wants. He gives 
little things to little folks. Nothing is beneath his notice 
or his care which is needed by any of his people. 

(b.) This teaches us a lesson of humility, He hath 
given us an example. Weshould learn of him who is meek 
and lowly (verses 13-17). We should never regard any 
act, or office of kindness which we can do, for one of his 
people, as low or mean or unworthy of us. They are the 
greatest who serve; usefulness is true greatness. Remem- 
ber that what we do in his name for one of his he holds 
as done for him (Matt. 25 : 40). Be clothed with humility. 


Ul. THE CLEANSING POWER OF JESUS (6-9). 


When Peter refused to allow Jesus to wash his feet, 
Jesus said to him, “If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me.” The warm-hearted, though dull- 
minded, apostle, startled with the idea of separation from 
Christ, passionately exclaims, “ Lord, not my feet only, 
but also my hands and my head.” The washing here referred 
to was not only an object-lesson, imprinting upon memory 
and heart the duty of Christ-like humility, but it was 
symbolical of the spiritual cleansing of the soul. All 
sinners are defiled and impure, and while they remain in 
that state they can have no part with Christ. Jo become 
his we need “ the washing of regeneration,” the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost. Every saved soul is washed. His sins 
are forgiven. The Blood of Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin. Every true Christian of every condition or -rank is 
washed. It is not enough that we are baptized, that we 
belong to the church, that we are communicants. We 
must be justified through faith in Christ Jesus and sanc- 
tified by his Spirit. 

Jesus can cleanse the vilest sinner. None need fear to 
come to him. He is able to save even unto the very 
uttermost. He who saved the guilty publican, the dying 
thief, the fierce persecutor, the ignorant eunuch, and the 
eruel jailer, can surely pardon and cleanse me too. Lord, 
make me clean every whit, should be our constant prayer 
(Ps. 51:2; Ezek. 36:25; Heb. 9:14; 1 John 1:7; 
Rey. 1: 5). 

1. We ali naed to be washed by Christ. Christ alone can 
make us clean. He must wash us if we are ever to have 
part with him in his kingdom. a can we come to the 
fountain he has opened? (Zech. 13: 1; 1 Cor, 6 : 11.) 
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2. We often misunderstand Christ's acts of love. Through 
ignorance, pride, and false views of his dealings with us 
we lose much. We should cheerfully submit to his will 
and ways in all things, even when we fail to comprehend 
them. His ways are always best, even when they seem 
contrary to our views, feelings, or expectations. If we 
follow him all things shall work together for our good— 
when we cannot see we must trust. “ What time I am 
afraid I will trust in thee.” 


3. We shall hereafter know that all his ways are wise. 
What we know not now we shall know hereafter, some- 
times in this world, altogether in the next. “Now we 
see through a glass darkly, but then face to face.’ Let 
us patiently wait and say, ‘‘O Lord, thou knowest.” 


“Thy way not mine, O Lord, 
However dark it be! 

Lead me by thine own hand, 
Choose out the path for me. 


Not mine, not mine the choice, 
In things, or greai oi small, 
Be thou my guide, my strength, 

My wisdom, and my all.” 


New York City. 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


HESE subjects and passages teachers should study 
carefully : . 


Christ’s humility : Matt. 20; 26-28; Luke 22 : 26, 27 
Phil. 2: 5-8. 

‘“Learn of me: Matt. 11: 29. 

“Walk humbly:’ Micah 6: 8. 

Grace to the hamble: 1 Peter 5: 5. 

Where the Holy One will dwell: Is. 57: 15. 


NORMAL AINTS. 


It would be well before entering on this subject to lead 
the thoughts back to other lessons which have shown 
mercy, forgiveness of sin, compassion, power, etc., then 
concentrate upon the duty of humility as enforced by 
this example. 


Begin by recitation and explanation of Golden Text. 
Many cannot read the verse on their cards, how did you 
learn it at home? What do you mean when you aay, “I 
know it by heart”? The Golden Text tells us to have 
the same mind that Jesus Christ has. What part of you 
is your mind? Will the part that thinks and knows 
die and be buried in the grave? If it is to last forever, 
ought we not to be more careful of it than of our bodies? 
What are our bodies made of ? When God had formed 
man of the dust, he breathed into him the breath of life, 
and man became a living soul (Gen. 2:7). He gave us 
these minds, made in his own likeness, breathed from his 
own breath; don’t you think he wants us to love him? 
This is why he gives us this Golden Text. How can we 
obey it? Does God ever ask us to do impossible things ? 
If time allows, tell and question of the vuiiding of the 
Tabernacle; how long God kept Moses in the Moun; 
showed him patierns of things to be in a:d for ihe Ta- 
bernacle (Heb. 8: 5), 

Did you ever watch your mother cut out a little dress 
or coat? She unrolls ¢ buudle of papers, each piece 
carefully cut and marked; she lays them smoothly on 
the cloth, she puts a pin in each little poini and against 
every row of dots; she pins all the edges, then carefully 
follows the exact shave as she cuts ovi. W at do you 
call the paper she pinaed on? Then she o ea looks at 
her pattern and krows jus. whe.e to sew a seam, wuere 
to put the buttons, and wheve to put what you like best— 
the pockets, The little garment is made all rigit, be- 
cause she follows the pattern. Jesus Christ is called our 
Pattern. See what he says abort it. Read, class re- 
peating, John 13:15. Ticee little words he on 2 spoke, 
tell us how we can obey oui Golden Te. (Write on 
board): Learn or Mr. 


Sometimes those who go to school think they have a 
hard lesson to learn; the first thing is to know how to 
study. Jesus is such a kind teacher he shows us how. 
Suppose somebody gave your baby brother a box of 
blocks with parts of pictures on each one, and on the 
top of the box a whole picture; the baby would love to 
sit on the floor and play with them, but until you showed 
him how, he could not build a house. Then, as he grew 
older and watched you, he would keep on trying, and 
after awhile how proud he would be to find he could fit 
them together and make a picture too. Just so kindly 
Jesus has taught us. Why did he come to this world to 
die? There is another reason, too, why he came to this 
world to live: that his life might be a pattern tows. He 
says, Learn of Me, and then has given us picture-lessons 
in his own life, to show us how to have a mind like his. 

He tells children to obey their parents. What example 
did he give of that? All of our lessons about Jesus have 
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been like the marks and seams in mother’s patiern, to be 
noticed and fellowed. So we ia our minds are to follow 
all these examples of Jesus. Will it make our lives like 
his to have a mind like his? Solomon says: “As he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he”’ What will a child be 
who has angry thoughts? One who bas selfish, unkind 
thoughis? Stop for a few moments and sing, “I want to 
be fixe Jesus.” 


Question your own class on the examples they are fa- 
miliar with from past lessons—how Jesus showed mercy 
at Bethesda, loving care and divine power when tue five 
thousand were fed, compassion at Lezaras’s grave, etc. 
To-day's story is to teach us a lesson of humility. What 
is humility ? What isit to be humble? This is whai Jesus 
taught the night before he died. He was ready to die by 
the hands of wicked sinners that he came to save. He had 
only a few hours to spend with those who loved him best. 
How many disciples had he? For the last time ‘e sat 
with them in an upper room to eat the passover supper. 
Tney were all there—the brothers who first knew and 
followed him. Who were they? Matthew, who used 
to sit at the toll-gate and count money, was there with his 
Master for whom he had given up everything. Thomas 
was there. John was leaning his head upon his Saviour’s 
breast. Judas was there with dark, gloomy face, for he 
had made a bargain with the high priests to sell his Mas- 
ter that night for thirty pieces of silver. 


It is said that even as they sat at the table the discip'es 
had disputed as to who should be greatest among them. 
Jesus knew it all, and that he was to die before the next 
evening at that hour ; but, even then, he thought of others. 
“Having loved his own, he loved them unio the end.” 
See what love it was that made the one who came from 
God and was going back to God teach the world how to 
be humble; he who knew that God had given all things 
into his hand became a servant. 


When kings of the earth give feasts and invite their 
friends they have costly food, elegant dishes, music, splendid 
robes, many servants. At this quiet meal on that last 
Thursday evening in Jerusalem, the King of Glory be- 
came the servant of all. Tell of the custom of wear- 
ing sandals; having servants to bathe the feet of 
guests; of resting on couches at meals. Jesus rose up 
from the table and laid aside his outer robe, not because 
of its splendor but because it would have been in his way. 
Then he took a towel and fastened it around him. Don’t 
you think the disciples must have, watched and wondered 
what their Master meant todo? He poured water intoa 
basin, washed their feet, and wiped them on the towel he 
wore. Which disciple always spoke first? He did not 
want his Lord to serve him ; he did noi see that Jesus was 
teaching them to be humble, and also showing that as he 
washed the dust from their soiled feet so his blood would 
wash the stains of sin from their hearts. 


For .his Jesus said to Peter: ‘ If I wash thee not, thou 
hasi no part wit: me.” 

Petey then said: “ Not mv ieet only, but also my hands 
and my head.’ 

Did Jesus wash Judas’s feet? We suppose he did. 
What forgiving love, those » 1e hands touching the very 
feet that directiy after walked oui in tue uarkness to be- 
tray him. 

If possible, question thoroughly on all the above points, 
and let the children tell whai we are taught by t. is e-- 
ample, To ieach the contrast between pride and humility, 
show e sun-flower anda viole:: one gay, gaudy, holding 
a high head, facing the sun; the othe. only found by the 
sweet air its perfume makes, hiding its modes. uead rnder 
green leaves; loves best, not gardeas :-izh'y adorned wich 
companv of stately planis, but blooming where God’s 
hand placed it in the woods, just as sweet, though never 
seen or knows. Make plain tha. the worst pride is pre- 
tended humil'.v ; it must be genuine. 

Put on the board these two word pictures. 


PRIDE. HUMILITY. 
| yy va *) SHALL BE BE MERCIFUL, <: BE 
GIVE. Jj “8455 4 SINNER. aneleen, 


Tell how the Phauisee stood praying with staring eyes, 
for he saw “even this pablican,” the other afar off, with 
bowed head. T:ue worth, humbie; false pretense, proud. 
Show a stalk of wheat, light, wavy, graceful, empty; ano- 
ther drooping, heavy, full of sound grain. Question upon 
childish pride, in dress, family, unwilling to sit by a bare- 
footed or poorly-dressed scholar. Tell of promises to the 
humble. Question upon Jesus “lifted up.” So shall 
his followers be. Soon after his humility he was “highly 
exalted.” 

God loves to dwell in the heart that is humble and 
lowly ; there His grace will rest like the sweetness in the 
violet ; the bread of life within the soul, like the full grain 
in the ripened wheat. 

Sing, “ More like Jesus I would be.” 


Louisville, Ky. 





{John 13: 1-9,] 


i] The feast.—There can be no reasonable doubt that 
» this meal was tue same 23 that at which the Lord’s 
Supper was instituted, a3 related in the three Evangelists. 
The narrative proczeds without any break until John 17 : 
26, after which our Lord and the disciples go to Gethsem- 
ane.— Alford. 


The passover.—Christ chose the time of the passover to 
suffer in, that he might prove himself to be the substance 
of that type.— Burkitt. 


Depart . unto the Father—He came from God, 
ye. not leaving him; and he goeth to God, yet not leay- 
ing us.— Bernard. 


In this life nothing is sweeter to me than to prepare 
for a peaceful passage out of it.— Augustine. 


He loved them unto the end.—Knowing perfectly well 
that they were about to forsake him shamefully in a very 
few hours, in full view of their approaching display of 
weakness and infirmity, our Genel Master did not cease 
to have loving thoughts of his disciples. He was not 
weary of them. He loved them to the last.— Ryle. 


2. Betray—Judas had before covenanted with the 
Sanhedrim to betray him (Matthew 26:14 and parallel 
places), which must here be meant by the devil having 

ut it into his heart—the thorough self-abandonment to 

tan, which led to the actual deed, being designated by 

verse 27. The fact is stated here to enhance the love 
which Jesus showed in the following action.—Al/ord. 


Can we wonder to find friends unfriendly and unfaith- 
ful toward us, when our Saviour had a traitor in his own 
house ?— Burkitt. 


3. Jesus knew.—At the very time when Jesus was about 
to enter upon his lowest humiliation he possessed a full 
and lively consciousness of his eternal glory.—Olshausen. 


Jesus always knew his time, 7.c., what was to be done, 
He even knew the time of his death. . . . Itisa 
divinely illumined glance that teaches us rightly to know 
the time. i.e., God’s peculiar purpose with us at a certain 
time. . . . Jesus teaches us the duty of setting all 
our affairs in order before death, of bestowing every proof 
of love on our dear ones that it is possible for us to give. 
— He “une? . 


4, Laid aside his garments.—For thy sake, O sinner, I 
have laid by the garment of my glory, have girded mv- 
self with the napxin of the flesh, to pour out my blood as 
2 cleansing bach for chee.—Stier. 


The act of Jesus, one of self-humiliation, but not ex- 
pressive of ‘:umiliiv. Humility is a readiness of mind 
to take a low place, because of conscious weakness or 
unworthiness, Self-bumiliation is an act which may 
spring from humility, or it may be as in the case of 
Jesus, conscious greatness stooping to beneficial service.— 


Lange. 


5. The disciples’ feet—I never understood the full 
meaning of these words of our Lord until I beheld the 
better sort of East Indian natives return home after per- 
forming their ablutions. Thus, as they return to their 
habitations, barefoot, they necessarily contract in their 
progress some portion of dirt on their feet; and this is 
universally the case, however near their dwellings may 
be to the riverside. When, therefore, they return the 
first thing they do is to mount a low stool and pour a 
small vessel of water over the feet to cleanse them from 
the soil they m~y have contracted in their journey home- 
wards, If isey are of the higher order of society a ser- 
vant performs it for them, and then they are clean, every 
whi..— Biblical Museum. 


By the ceremony of washing his disciples’ feet our 
Lord signified the efficacy and value of his own precious 
blood, by which alone they, aad all mankind, were to 
have all their sins purged and washed away forever.— 
Bp. urd, = 


6. Dos: thov.?—He think- the act unworthy of the Lord, 
even as many think that great act of love to have been, 
which was typified by it. The word my is noi intended 
to be emphatic. He having his feet washed is a matter 
of course. It is the Peraon who is about to do it that 
ofiends him.—A(ford. 


Untimely humility, uncourteous courtesy, unwise wis- 
dom. ihat refuses obedience to Christ. . . . It be- 
fittetin vs always to obey Jesus: but always to know wh 
this ov that is done isno part of ours; neither doth it 
behoove us fo wish to know all.—Zeisius, 


Peter. in his presumptuous humility, is utterly disobe- 
dient.— Whedon. 


Modesty is praiseworthy, but obedience is still more so. 
—Braunc. 


7. Thou knowest not now.—There is no judging of the 
works 0: God before they are finished.—P. Martyr. 


As there is a foolish wisdom, so there is a wise ignor- 
ance in not prying into God’s ark, nor inquiring into 
things not revealed. I would fain know all that I need, 
and all that I may. I leave God’s secrets to himself. It 
is happy for me, that God makes me of his court, and not 
of his council.— Bp. Hall. 


Hereafter —Literally, “after these things,” meaning 
“presently ;” although viewed as a general maxim, ap- 
plicable to all dark sayings in God’s word, and dark do- 
ings in God’s providence, these words are full of consola- 
tion.—D. Brown. 


Our Lord first did a thing, then taught it.— Bede. 


8. If Iwash thee not.—If I wash not thy feet, i.c., if I 
cleanse not thy affections, so that thou mayest walk aright, 
thou hast no share in me and my glory.— Origen. 


Christ washing his disciples’ feet was an action of a 





singular nature; a miracle of humility. Mary had just 
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anointed his head ; now lest his acceptance of that should 
look like taking state he balances it with this abasement. 
He did it to show his love, to give an instance of volun- 
tary humility, to signify spiritual washing, and to set them 
an example.— Henry. 


9. Not my feet only.—In his deprecation Peter was ve- 
hement ; in his yielding, more vehement, but both came 
from his loye.—Chrysostom. 


Peter, with characteristic readiness and ardor, saw now 
that everything depended on this. His whole salvation, 
his attachment to his Master, was involved. If to refuse 
to have his feet washed was to be regarded as evidence 
that he had no part with Jesus, he was not only willing 
but desirous that it should be done; not only anxious 
that his feet should be cleansed, but his hande and his 
head, that is entirely, thoroughly. Perhaps he saw the 
spiritual meaning of the Saviour, and expressed his ardent 
wish that his whole soul should be made pure by the 
work of Christ. A true Christian is desirous of being 
cleansed from all sin.— Barnes, 


One who has been regenerated needs yet a daily cleans- 
ing of the feet from the defilements of the way, from 
the corruptions of his daily walk in this world—Jacodus. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


HE LOVE OF CHRIST.—AIl that Jesus did was 
but the unfolding and expression of his love. Tra- 
veling to Bethlehem I see love incarnate. Tracking 
his steps, as he went about doing good, I see love labor- 
ing. Visiting the house at Bethany, I see love sympa- 
thizing. Standing by the grave of Lazarus, I see love 
weeping. Entering the gloomy precincts of Gethsemane, 
I see love sorrowing. Passing on to Calvary, I see love 
suffering, and bleeding. and expiring. The whole scene 
of his life is but an unfolding of the deep, and awful, and 
precious mystery of redeeming love.— Winslow. 


—The devil's promptings.—Judas Iscariot does not seem 
to have anticipated just the results which followed, from 
his betrayal of Jesus. Possibly he thought Jesus would 
be prompted to declare himself king; or would work a 
miracle to effect his escape: nevertheless the prompting 
to the betrayal was from the devil. 


—Satan’s moral system is the inverse of the moral sys- 
tem, and his rule of action, expediency. He never com- 
mences his game of deceit, either with individuals or 
churches, by a direct contradiction of the truth, but by a 
qualiied admission of its claims, aad in this manner gives 
it the go-by in order that he may be able to operate in its 
rear. Murder, for instance, is murder, and not for a mo- 
ment to be tolerated ; but a contingency may arise when 
it is expedient that one man should die for the people. 
Hell is hell, and death is death, and both are objects of 
terror and righteous aversion; but it may be expedient 
to make a covenant with one, and an agreement with the 
other.—Capt. Gordon. 


— Jesus, the divine represeniative—lt was during the 
reign of Theodosius the Great, in the fourth century, that 
the Arians made their most vigorous attempts to under- 
mine the doctrine of the divinity of Jesus Christ, “The 
event, however, of his making his own son Arcadius part- 
ner with himself on his throne was happily overruled in 
the following manner, to his seeing the God-dishonoring 
character of their creed. Among the bishops who came 
to congratulate bim on the occasion was the famous and 
esteemed Amphilochus, who, it is said, suffered much 
under the Arian persecution. He approached the em- 
peror, and, making a very handsome and dutiful address, 
was going to take his leave. “ What!” said Theodosius, 
“do you take no notice of my son? Do you not know 
that I have made him partner with me in the empire?” 
Upon this the good old bishop*went to young Arcadius, 
then about sixteen years of age, and putting his hand 
upon his head, said, “The Lord bless thee, my son!’ and 
immediately drew back. Even this did not satisfy the 
emperor. “ What,” said he, “is this all the respect you 
pay to a prince that I have made of equal dignity with 
myself?” Upon this the bishop looking the emperor 
in the face, said, with atone of voice solemnly indig- 
nant, “Sire, do you so highly resent my apparent neg- 
lect of your son, because I do not give him equal honor 
with yourself? What must the eternal God think of you, 
who have allowed his co-equal and co-eternal Son to be 
degraded in his proper divinity in your empire?” This 
was as a two-edged sword in the heart of the emperor. 
He felt the reproof to be just and confounding, and no 
longer would seem to give the least indulgence to that 
creed which did not secure the divine glory to the Prince 
of Peace.—Dr. Jeffers. 


—The best have most humility.—A farmer went with his 
son into a wheat-field to see if it was ready for the har- 
vest. “See, father,’ exclaimed the boy, “ how straight 
those stems hold up their heads! They must be the best 
ones. Those that hang their heads down I am sure can- 
not be good for much.” The farmer plucked a stalk of 
each kind, and said, “See here, foolish child! This 
stalk that stood so straight is light headed, and almost 
good for nothing, while this that hung down its head so 
modestly is full of the most beautiful grain.” — Foster. 


—John Newton used to say, that if God should send 
two angels from heaven, the one to sit on the throne of 
England and the other to sweep the streets in London, 
there would be no discrimination between the dignity of 
their work. 


- —The duty of humility —St. Augustine being asked, 
“ What is the first article in the Christian religion ?” re- 
plied, “ Humility.” “And what the meme 6 “ Hu- 


“ And what the third?’ “ Humility.”— Bowes, 


—Could I bear to be the author of a treatise which 
should be the means of enlightening and converting 
thousands, and be without the credit of it, or see it given 
to another? It iscatse enough for humility to know that 
we are not humble.— Thomas Adam, 


mility.” 
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— Happiness of humility —Some time since, I took up a 
little work purporting to be the lives of sundry charac- 
ters as related by themselves. Two of these characters 
agreed in remarking that they were never happy until 
they ceased striving to be great men, This remark 
struck me, as you know the most simple remarks will 
strike us when Heaven pleases. Ii occurred to me at 
once that the most of my sufferings and sorrows were 
occasioned by my unwillingness to be nothing, which I 
am, and by consequent struggles to be something. I saw 
if I could but cease struggling, and consent to be any- 
thing or nothing, just as God pleased, { might be happy. 
You will think it strange that 1 mention this as a new 
discovery. In one sense it is not new: I had known it 
for years; but I now saw it in a new light. My heart 
saw it, and consented to it; I am comparatively happy. 
My dear brother, if you can give vp all desire to be 
great, and feel heartily willing to be nothing, you will be 
happy to.—Dr. Payson. 


—Christ our exemplar.—It is said that, thinking to 
amuse him, his wife read to Dv, Judson some newspaper 
notices, in whicn he was coaipared to one or another of 
the apostles. He was exceedingly distressed : and then 
he added, ‘‘ Nor do I want to be like them. I do not 
want to be like Paul, nor Apollos, nor Cephas, nor any 
mere men. I want to be like Christ, We have only one 
perfectly safe Exemplar,—only One, who, tempted like as 
we are in every point, is still without sin. I want to fol- 
low him only, copy his teachings, drink in his Spirit, 
place my feet in his footprints, and measure their short- 
enings by these, and these only. Oh, to be more like 
Christ ?’— Bowes. 


—* Ye have done it unto me.”’—Christ beautifully identi- 
fies .hir.self with iis children, and provides an easy ser- 
vice for his followers in the words: “ Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it 
unto me.” A generous hearted gentleman, after nearing 
a sermon from that text once, was heard to say: “A few 
days since I carried to a poor Christian woman a com- 
forter, warm but well worn, and two loaves of bread— 
good bread, but a little stale. The weather was very 
cold, and the comforter was gratefully received. The 
poor woman was hungry, and the b was better than 
she usually obtained. But while listening to the sermon 
to-day, I thought that, had I reflected that it was Jesus I 
was visiting, in the person of one of his disciples, I would 
have taken a new comforter and fresh bread.” —Selected. 


—In an orphan house in Germany, one evening, when 
one of tue little boys had asked the blessing, saying, 
“Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and bless what thou 
hast provided,” a little fellow looked up and said, “Do 
tell me why the Lord Jesus never comes. We ask him 
evei'y uay to sit with us, and he never comes.” The an- 
ewer was, “ Dear child, only believe, and you may be sure 
he v‘}l come, for he does not despise our invitation.” “I 
sballset him a seat then,” said the little fellow, drawing 
up ? chair; and just then there was a knock at the door. 
A poor, frozen apprentice entered, begging a night’s lodg- 
ing. He was made welcome—the chair stood empty for 
him, “Jesus could not come, and so he sent this poor 
one in his place.’ “Is that it?’ said the child. “ Yes, 
that is just it.”—Selected, 


—Oh! if Christ were on earth, it seems to me I would 
go and worship at his feet. Some of you would go and 
wash them with your tears and dry them with the hairs 
of your head. If it were possible, you would climb up 
into > tree ard invite him home to dine with you. You 
would go to the very ends of the earth todo something 
for Jesus. You need not go so far. All around you are 
the friends of Jesus—-the little ones. Do the acts of 
kindness to chem~- Jesus says it is to him, be puts it down 
in his boos, and in the day of eternity you shall reap the 
reward, and all you do for man you do in love for God.— 
Bishop Simpson. 


—Thou. knowest noi now.—I looked upon the wrong or 
back side of a piece of arras (or tapestry): it seemed to 
me as a continued nonsense. There was neither head nor 
foot therein, confusion itself had as much method in it— 
a company of thrums and threads, with many pieces and 
patches of several sorts, sizes, and colors, all of which 
signified nothing, to my understanding. But then, look- 
ing on the reverse, or right side thereof, all put together 
did spell excellent proportions, and figures of men and 
cities; so that indeed it was a history, not wrote with a 
pen, but wrought with a needle. If men look upon some 
of God’s providential dealings with a mere eye of reason, 
they will hardly find any sense therein, such their muddle 
and disorder. But, alas! the wrong side is objected to 
our eyes, while the right side is presented to the high 
God of heaven, who knoweth that an admirable order 
doth result out of this confusion: and what is presented 
to him at present may hereafter be so showed to us as to 
supine our judgments in the truth thereof.—Thomas 
Tuller. 
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H. CLAY TRUMBULL, EDITOR. 


THE full programme is announced for the Indiana 
Sunday-school Convention, to meet at Fort Wayne, 
June 6-8, 1876, 


Tae Third National Sunday-school Convention of 
the Evangelical Lutheran church, is called to meet at 
Wooster, Ohio, October 26-29. 


WE purpose giving a sketch, in our next issue, of 
the first autumn meeting of the Newark, N. J., Sun- 
day-school Association, including an outline of 
the address of the Rev. F. H. Marling, of Toronto, 
Canada, 


ALL reports from the opening meeting of the 
Brooklyn Sunday-school Union agree in pronouncing 
it an occasion of peculiar interest. Hundreds were, 
it is said, unable to find admission to the crowded 
hall, and those who were present were held by Dr. 
Hall in undivided attention to the close of his 
impressive address. The power of CGod’s Spirit 
was manifest. Hearers were deeply moved by the 
truth, and at least one soul was led to then and there 
aceept the offered salvation in Christ. 


Tue plans of Messrs. Moody and Sankey for the 
autumn and winter are still undecided. They have 


‘conferred together, and with a number of prominent 


Christian workers of the country, as to the many in- 
vitations to them to labor in particular fields, but 
thus far they have declined any special work beyond 
the services led by Mr. Moody in his Northfield 
home, They confidently expect to be so guided of 
God in answer to their prayers that they shall go as 
he directs, and so labor according to his unerring 
plans. 


He who gives himself to the Lord’s business should 
see to it that his work is carefully, thoroughly, sys- 
tematically done. Nowhere is shiftlessness more in- 
excusable than in religious enterprises. Speaking of 
George Muller, of Bristol, the London correspondent 
of The Presbyterian says, ‘Extreme judgment, care, 
and common sense are characteristic of this man of 
prayer. It is many years since he said to me with 
emphasis, ‘I wish to have every thing so well ar- 
ranged that if any shrewd man of business comes in, 
he may say, These men of faith and prayer do it just 
as well as we.’” 


Ons of the best reports of an ecclesiastical body, on 
the Sunday-school, in the current season, was made 
by the committee on the state of religion at the 
Second Synod of the United Presbyterian Church, at 
Bellefonte, Ohio, September 2. It explained the si- 
lence of some Presbyterial reports as to the Sabbath- 
school, as arising from no indifference to that agency, 
but from “a recognition of the Sabbath-school as a 
permanent part of the church’s work—one of the 
efficient methods by which the church is to preach 
the gospel.” It is true that the Sunday-school has 
often the largest place in the affections of those who 
give it no exceptional prominence in their statements 
of church work. The monthly concert of prayer for 


Sunday-schools was generally observed in this country, . 


so long as the country was counted an outside mis- 
sionary agency. When the Sunday-school was recog- 
nized as a department of regular church work, a 
monthly meeting of prayer for it was no more appro- 
priate than would bea similar stated meeting for prayer 
in behalf of the pastor’s pulpit work or of his gene:al 
parish work. The Sunday-school is now included in all 
prayers for the church in its several departments. 
That the United Presbyterian Syned might not be in 
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doubtful position as to this agency, the emphatic re- 
solution was passed, “That it is the privilege and 
duty of every Christian to have his or her place in 
the Sunday-school.” Not much luke-warmness to- 
ward the Sunday-school in that resolution ! 


Ir the International lesson plan is not working 
well, it is certainly wise to point out its defects. The 
system is neither faultless nor above fair criticism : 
hence there is an advantage in intelligently discuss- 
ing its merits and demerits. And such discussion is 
widely in progress. The claim has been put forth in 
more than one of the Methodist Episcopal 
papers that both doctrinal teaching and Bible 
memorizing, in the Sunday-school, have been 
lessened by the adoption of the International 
lessons. This claim is met by the Rev. W. 
F, Crafts in the columns of Zion’s Herald, He re- 
minds objectors to these lessons, that if the doctrines 
of their church, or the words of Scripture, are un- 
dervalued in their schools, the trouble is at home and 
not in the International lesson system; for there is 
no difficulty in retaining the best of old-time methods 
with the choicest of the new. It is certainly true as, 
Mr, Crafts suggests, that too many expect the Inter- 
national lesson system to be self-operating for the 
complete instruction and training of the young, when 
they ought to look upon it as laying fresh responsi- 
bility on them for wise and arduous effort for the 
children of their charge. This, he reminds them, is 
always a mistake as to agencies of good. In illus- 
tration of this, he says : 

Those who looked to prohibition as an ‘instant relief’ 
and ‘perfect cure’’ for intemperance were greatly disap- 
pointed that it did not annihilate rather than check the 
tide of intemperance; and those who thought that the 
‘“ Uniform Lesson’’ was the ‘‘ open sesame” of the Sun- 
day-school millennium are astonished to find that im- 
perfections yet remain. More piety and study in the 
teachers, more leadership on the part of pastors, more 
devotion to the work on the part of all concerned will re- 


move the difficulties, and prepare the way for the rys- 
tem's more perfect work. 


THE contribution of Prof. Toy, of Greenville, 8. C., 
on “How to increase teaching-power in Sunday- 
schools,” which appears on our first page, has a two- 
fold value; first, as showing that the superior attain- 
ments of the best trained Sunday-school teachers 
tend to raise the standard of teaching throughout,— 
influencing the poorest teachers to desire further 
progress; and again as indicating a readiness in at 
least one theological seminary to aid in fitting Sun- 
day-school teachers for their special mission. The 
importance of this work has been at various times 
pressed by Drs. Hart, and Eggleston, and Vincent, 
and others, who were Sunday-school workers but not 
theological professors. Now it is formally approved 
by one who has been long engaged in training young 
men for preaching and teaching. It is a striking 
coincidence that at the very time this contribution is 
at hand from Prof. Toy, at our special request, a 
writer from Greenville tells, in the Biblical Recorder, 
of Raleigh, N. C., of the attention given in the 
Theological Seminary there to students who take but 
a partial course, or desire instruction in a single de- 
partment. He names a South Carolina Baptist pas- 
tor who is prosecuting Hebrew studies; a pastor 
from Texas, and a Christian brother who was for- 
merly a Jewish rabbi, who are attending on the lec- 
tures generally; a young graduate from Rochester, 
N. Y., who is taking private lessons in Oriental lan- 


guages under Prof. Toy, and finally an earnest lay- 


man from Louisville, Ky., who is “ trying to find out 
more about the Bible by listening to the results of 
the long study of the professors of the seminary.” It 
may be, that the little circle of Sunday-school teach- 
ers of highest attainment, whose standard is to be as 
a model for the teachers generally, will yet be found 
in the vicinity of the seminary at Greenville! 


ARE WE LOSING GROUND? 

- is a very common thing for one who desires and 

rightly endeavors to promote improvement in a 
certain direction, to think and to say that not only 
has no progress been made thus far in that direction, 
but that on the contrary there has been only retro- 
gression, so far as the reform he advocates is con- 
cerned, If he pleads for political purity, he is sure 
that in olden time politicians were never so corrupt 
as now. If he urges total abstinence, he is confident 
that drinking habitsare on theincrease. If he presses 
the duty of systematic Christian giving, he doubts not 
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that our fathers were more self-denying than we are. 
If he wants children to attend the sanctuary service, 
or to be taught at home, or to memorize Scripture, or 
to sing the approved church hymns, he wants it ad- 
mitted at the start that in the former days everything 
was as it should be, and that latterly everything is 
working in the wrong direction. 

A striking illustration of the prevalence and the 
groundlessness of this error appears in two counter 
statements, to which we, this week, give place in our 
columns, In a valuable work on The Temperance 
Reformation and the Christian Church, of which we 
give a review under Books and Writers, the author 
insists upon it that thereZhas been in the present age 
no appreciable diminution of the evils which he is 
combating. Over against this is a reminiscence 
given by a writer in The Interior, showing that the 
clergymen of a generation since used an amount of 
rum and brandy and gin at an ordinary ecclesiastical 
council which would be deemed extravagant, at the 
present time, by a like number of the average at- 
tendants at a fashionable summer hotel. It may be 
added, that the fact is conclusively established that 
in the year 1736 there were in London three times as 
many houses where intoxicating liquors were sold as a 
century later—although the population of London had 
meantime fully threefolded. It would be quite within 
bounds to say further that there are at least nine 
times as many total abstainers in proportion to the 
whole population, as fifty years ago in the United 
States. There is need enough of improvement in 
the drinking habits of our people; but there is no 
advantage in making the groundless claim that the 
total abstinence cause has lost ground thus far. 

So it might be said and shown as to desired re- 
forms in behalf of the children. At the opening of 
this century, children rarely had a place with their 
parents in the sanctuary. They were commonly sent 
to the gallery, to be under the stern oversight of a 
tithing man. There was comparatively little of 
social religious instruction in the family. Children 
were not supposed to understand much of Christian 
truth. Their teaching was usually postponed until 
they should reach years of discretion. They rarely 
even memorized Scripture. They did not, as a rule, 
sing church hymns; nor any other in the house of 
God. In all these things there has been a gain. A 
larger proportion of the children of the United 
States are in full membership of the church of Christ 
to-day than in any former age; a larger share of them 
are in the habit of church attendance, and enjoy 
home religious instruction, and study and memorize 
Scripture, and sing the best of the hymns which 
their fathers value—as well as many new ones which 
they will value when they are fathers. There is a 
great work to be done in bringing the children up to 
aright standard in all these particulars; but it is 
surely unwise to claim that the tendency of the age 
is wholly in the other direction, unless it can be 
shown by the facts of history that such is the truth. 
God’s cause has not yet lost ground io the hearts or 
habits of his people. “Say not thou, What is the 
cause that the former days were better than these ? 
for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this.” 


“HAVE FAITH IN GOD.” 


ITHOUT faith it is impossible to please God. 
God wants those who serve him, and all who 
call upon him, to trust him, Blessings are awarded 
to those who seek them at his hand, according to 
their faith in him, and their reliance on his promises, 
Even with faith, it is possible not to please God. 
There is much of faith that is not faith in God. Such 
faith is never pleasing to him. 

Many Sunday-school teachers have faith which is 
not approved of God, because it does not rest on God. 
Some have faith in religious instruction. They think 
that if they perseveringly teach the truth to their 
scholars, those scholars will sooner or later come to 
love the truth, and to be heartily in God’s service. 
So they go on teaching, in confidence that their work 
is to result in the salvation of their scholars. But a 
knowledge of the truth never saves a soul, Thorough 
indoctrination does not regenerate. Some again have 
faith in prayer. They believe that if they only pray 
long enough, or earnestly enough, for their scholars, 
salvation will surely come to those scholars. Their 
faith rests on their prayers, not on him to whom they 
pray. It is akin to the faith of those who “think to 
be heard for their much speaking.” Such faith is not 
well pleasing to God. Other teachers have faith in 
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the power of early impreasions, or of encircling in 
Christian influences, or of memorized passages of 
Scripture. They rest on some method, or means, 
or agency—not on God himself—for salvation, 
Through this error they fail of the blessing which 
faith in God would secure to themselves and to the 
scholars of their charge. They do well to value re- 
ligious instruction, and prayer, and early impressions, 
and Christian influences, and memorized Scripture, 
and to avail themselves of these agencies for good, 
but their faith should rest on God, and on his Son 
Jesus Christ—through whom alone is salvation to any 
soul, 

Just now a great deal of faith is shown in Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey. Many communities are aroused 
to the conviction that if these evangelists will visit 
them, souls will be saved. It is said that recently 
fifty invitations came on a single day to Mr. Moody, 
to come and labor for Christ in different localities. 
Yet Mr. Moody never regenerated a soul. Faith that 
rests on him is not pleasing to God. Mr. Moody’s 
power is in his personal faith in God. It is not in 
his peculiar methods of work, in his prevailing desire 
to have men saved, and his intense earnestness in 
preaching the gospel to lost sinners. Mr. Moody be- 
lieves in God, trusts God for strength and guidance, 
does his work in faith in God, and God blesses him 
according to his faith. 


A like faith as Mr. Moody’s would bring corres- 
ponding results of good to every Christian worker in 
that worker’s sphere. It is not in God’s plan to give 
to every child of his the extended field he has as- 
signed to Mr. Moody; but the parent has his chil- 
dren, the teacher has his scholars, the pastor has his 
parishioners, each disciple has his neighbors, for 
whom he is responsible; and in their behalf he ought 
to have faith in God. Wherever God gives responsi- 
bility, he is ready to supply grace in sufficiency. 
** According to your faith be it unto you,” is the in- 
junction and the promise to every servant of God 
who would do the work assigned him in behalf of 
particular souls. 


Mr. Moody cannot answer all appeals. God can. 
Mr. Moody cannot be everywhere. God is omnipresent 
Many who call on Mr, Moody in faith will be disap- 
pointed. Not so with those who go in faith to God. 
Even those who secure Mr. Moody’s co-work will 
have no blessing through faith in Aim. There is no 
promise to them. Their faith must rest on Mr. 
Moody’s God as their God, or it is untrustworthy and 
lifeless. It is quite right for Christian workers to 
value Mr. Moody as an evangelist, and to desire his 
presence and skilled labors in their community. 
Those whose faith rests on God will perhaps be read- 
iest to extend an invitation to him, and to labor 
heartily by his side or under his direction when pre- 
sent. But the faith which pleases God, and which 
he is ready to honor will never rest on one of his 
servants, nor be active only when that servant is 
present to do or to direct. 


It may, indeed, be said that teachers who seem to 
have faith in instruction, or influence, in prayer, or in 
Scripture memorizing, really have faith in God, but 
believe that God works specially through this or that 
means of salvation. So, also, that those who seem to 
rest on Mr, Moody really rest on God, but suppose 
that God’s blessing will just now come through Mr. 
Moody. Doubtless there is a faith in God on the 
part of many who prize these agencies of God’s work 
for lost souls; but there may be—there often manifestly 
is—a faith in the agency or in the agent instead of in 
God, Let every disciple consider well where his 
faith rests. If a Sunday-school teacher trusts God 
for the regeneration of his scholar, he should feel 
that God would not have that scholar wait until he 
has been more fully instructed or influenced, or longer 
prayed for, or has memorized more verses of Scrip- 
wre, “ Now is the accepted time; behold now is the 
day of salvation.” At once let him lift up the scholar 
in the arms of his faith, and lay him down trustfully 
at the feet of Jesus. And let those who believe that 
Mr. Moody is a chosen evangelist of God believe also 
that One mightier than he is already near them; that 
they have no need to wait for the coming of an evan- 
gelist before God gives them power for Christ in the 
winning of souls in their sphere, “Neither shall 
they say, Lo, here! or, lo there! for behold the king- 
dom of God is within you.” 

“Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in 
God. For verily I say unto you, that whosoever 
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and 


be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that those things which he 


saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he 
saith.” 





BRIEFLY. 


—The best prepared teacher in a Sunday-school is 
commonly the one who thinks he has yet most to learn. 


—Methods in Sunday-school work are to be neither 
chosen because they are new, nor rejected becanse they 
are old. “Prove all things: hold fast that which is 
good.” 

—Instead of a separate report, as last year, of the Chau- 
tauqua Assembly, Dr. Vincent gives the salient and most 
valuable features of this gathering in The Normal-Class 
for September and October. 


—Notes on the Scripture lessons for February, 1876, 
are already published by the London Sunday-school 
Union. They are on both series—the English series for 
morning lessons, and the International series for those of 
the afternoon. 


—A visitor to a Sunday-school in this city, who was 
pressed publicly to make an address declined peremptor- 
ily. One of the teachers told him afterward that that 
was the best Sunday-school speech he ever made. And 
doubtless it was. 


—As acontribution to the question, How long should 
a sermon be? a missionary of the American Sunday- 
school Union, in Michigan, reports finding people so long 
without preaching that “they wanted to hear a sermon 
three hours long.” 


—The suggestion of a popular Boston preacher, that 
we could get along very well with the four gospels in our 
Bible study, reminds The Working Church of “the pro- 
position to build a house from the top downwards.” It is 
even more like the suggestion that all we need of a house 
is its roof. 

—Henry P. Haven, of Connecticut, of the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee, took breakfast with the Publi- 
cation Committee of the London Sunday-school Union, 
at 56 Old Bailey, on Thursday, September 2, at a confer- 
ence over mutual work in England and America. Mr. 
Haven was to leave for the continent, September 7. 


—In reporting a donation of $108 from a Sunday- 
school at Mamaroneck, N. Y., to the Sunday-school room 
of the new Wesley Memorial Church at Savannah, 7'he 
Methodis! suggests that “if the children of the North go 
to shaking hands with the children of the South, the 
wrinkles will have to come out of the older faces.” 

—A writer in Zion’s Herald announces that he is 
“greatly mistaken if we don’t have less of the Interna- 
tional lesson sheets, and more of good sound Methodist 
teaching in our Sunday-schools by catechisms and other- 
wise, before many years pass over.” A good many per- 
sons have been mistaken as to the outcome of the Inter- 
national lessons thus far. The list is still open. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


If a weekly teachers’ meeting is well kept up in any 
Sunday-school, it is a sign that the superintendent 
feels the importance of that meeting and works to 
have it sustained. The difference is far less in teach- 
ers than in superintendents, in this matter of interest 
in the teachers’ meeting. Teachers are commonly 
slow at the start to recognize the benefits of such a 
gathering for mutual Bible study; but almost any 
teachers can be brought to prize it highly, if their 
superintendent does his part well in making it eifec- 
tive, and in interesting them in it. Teachers who do 
not come to this meeting should be asked there; 
asked individually, as well as by a general notice; 
asked over and ever agaim. They should be told of 
the meetings which have been held, and of the enjoy- 
ment in them. They should be asked why they have 
not attended, and when they can hope to be there. 
Notes of invitation should be addressed to them, with 
a statement of the plan of work proposed at the next 
meeting. Notes of regret at their absence should be 
sent, in case they still keep away. When they do 
come they should find something worth getting, and 
be brought to feel that they have a share in making 
the gathering a success. To do all this work lays a 
heavy burden on the superintendent, but it is work 
which pays for the school, and there are many super- 
intendents who do it—and have good teachers’ meet- 
ings accordingly. 





Each new illustration of the mode of reviewing 
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twelve lessons as one, has its value to every intelli- 
gent superintendent. It goes to show more clearly 
that such a review is practicable, and to indicate how 
it can be made. An illustration of this kind is fur- 
nished in a review outline of the lessons of the cur- 
rent quarter, by J. R. Whitney, of this city, whose 
harmonies of the evangelists, and other good work, 
have made his name familiar to readers of THE Sun- 
DAY-8CHOOL T1iMEs—an outline which came to hand 
too late to be given in full, in our plan of lesson 
work, but not too late to have its value as a pattern 
method pointed out. Mr. Whitney treated the quar- 
ter’s lessons as a chain with twelve links, united as in 
a circle. At the beginning of the series, Jesus is 
shown as the Divine Word. He is made flesh and 
dwells among men, teaching, healing, feeding, freeing 
his people. At the last, by the resurrection, he exalts 
them to eternal life, with himself in glory. He is 
seen, at the opening, at the wedding, rejoicing with 
them “that do rejoice.” At the close, he is found at 
the grave, weeping “with them that weep.” First, 
he is presented in his divinity and eternity, in glory 
ineffable. Then he draws nearer as “the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world.” Next, 
he enters the family circle, to increase itsjoy. He tells 
how the lost soul can be saved, how the thirsty 
ean be satisfied, the helpless made strong, the hungry 
fed, the doubting confirmed, the bound freed, the blind 
given sight, the endangered shielded, and the dead 
raised to life. The twelve lessons tell ‘one story. 
They are twelve links of an endless chair. So of 
any twelve lessons’ from the Word of God. It is 
for the wise teacher to learn and to show, in their 
review, how the twelve are one. 


Scholars like to know of additions to their Sunday- 
school library. The new books are commonly most 
attractive to them. In some schools a list of the 
latest additions is stenciled on a large sheet of paper 
in distinct letters and displayed near the library, so 
that all can know which books are new, and what are 
their numbers. This list reads, for example, as 
follows : 

NEW BOOKS. 
NO. TITLE, 
988. Miles Standish. 
989. Black Diamonds. 
990. Boys of Eaglewood. 
991. Cecil’s Adventures. 

It is very certain that scholars in the Sunday- 
school can memorize—and that intelligently—more 
passages of Scripture than they commonly do. A 
scholar who only memorizes the golden text and se- 
lected verses of the Laternationa! Lessons, is but par- 
tially furnished with the words of God, which should 
be in his mouth as well as in his mind and heart. It 
is a fair question of The Examiner and Chronicle :-— 


Why not select passages, such as a psalm or a parable, 
and encourage scholars to learn them—not by offering 
prizes to awaken ambitious effort, but by pointing out 
their beauties, and interesting the scholar in them as 
something worth storing up in the mind? This, it seems 
tus, would form an admirable addition to the usual 
method of Bible study. It need not supercede or in any 
wise interfere with the regular lesson. It would cer- 
tainly add valuable treasure to the child’s stock of men- 
tal resources—to say nothing of the spiritual value of 
such acquisitions. 


There is truth in the old adage, “ An empty house 
is better than a bad tenant;” yet the question re- 
mains open, how poor a tenant must prove himself 
before it is plain there will be a gaia in his leaving 
the house vacant. So while it is clear, that an empty 
class-chair is better than an obnoxious or a worthless 
teacher, it is a question just when a teacher is 
to be fairly pronounced worse than nothing in the 
Sunday-school. Suill, even this is a question which 
ought to be considered by every superintendent as 
to his teachers. He ought to be neither satisfied nor 
contented with poor teachers. Such teachers should 
either be improved or removed. Many of them can 
be—should be—made better teachers, by judicious, 
persistent, faith-filled endeavor on the superintend- 
ent’s part. Some of them are both worthless and 
hopeless. When the superintendent is convinced on 
this point, he should get good teachers—at all events 
those who are capable of improvement—in the place 
of his poor ones. While it is true that a superinten- 
dent “must take teachers as he finds them,” he need 
not leave them as he finds them. They ought to 





either make progress in the school, or make way for 








$e oe ial ——— 


G18 


more hopeful ones there, ‘The Baptist Teacher thus 


notes two offences which should convince a superin- 
tendent that class-chairs are properly to be vacated 
in his school: 


When the school is opened, let the superintendent call 
the roll of the teachers, note the absentees, supply their 
places, and, at the end of every quarter, report the facts 
as recorded in the roll-book; and let it be understood 
that a certain proportion of unexplained and unexcused 
absences during the quarter shall be considered equiva- 
lent to a resignation. Better have a teacher retire once for 
all, than be retiring every other Sunday. 

Mark the teacher that gets through teaching first, and 
looks listlessly about, or beseechingly toward the super- 
intendent’s desk. By all means let him be dismissed 
early—and for all time. 


A teacher ought certainly to be prompt at the Sun- 
day-school, and faithfully at work while there. The 
superintendent should see to it that every class-chair 
in his school is filled by teachers who are up to this 
standard, It is for him to say whether the teachers 
already secured will come up accordingly, or he must 
find others for their places. 


If a Sunday-school will have a vacation, in sum- 
mer or winter, its superintendent ought to feel a re- 
sponsibility on him to make special effort to gather 
again the scattered scholars and teachers, when the 
time comes to resume school sessions; also in some 
way to bring up the International lessons of the in- 
terval, so that the school may not wholly lose them 
from their course of study. A New York superin- 
tendent, under a sense of this responsibility, sent a 
printed circular letter to each member of his school 
during its summer vacation, reminding them of their 
duty and of his interest in them. In this letter he 
said ; 


I send you with this the lessons for August. We 
must arrange to review the four lessons for July on the 
Sabbath of our re-union in September (13th), and in 
like manner go over the August lessons on the following 
Sabbath. We shall need to be diligent in our study 
through our vacation, if we are to make the most of 
these precious lessons from the wonderful life of our 
Lord in the fiesh ; and I trust weshall through them find 
Jesus living with us in our daily lives to a degree never 
before enioyed. Will you carefully fix in your mind 
each title and golden text, that these may prove a key to 
each lesson in the review ? 

I send you also a little printed envelope as a reminder 
of our good habit of a weekly offering to our Master. 
Don’t be content with simply paying up the entire 
amount at the end of the vacation, but take the comfort 
and satisfaction of consecrating the thank-offering week 
by week. The envelope will prove a very good treasury 
for the gifts until we meet again, and then you can seal 
it and bring it to your class. ... 

Let us remember, also, that our next season is to be 
one of continued growth in numbers as well as in know]- 
edge of God. We shall yet have vacant places in our 
pleasant room, and we may weil be always at work for 
recruits. Bringing friends to the gospel is often the suc- 
cessful way of carrying the gospel to them. 

I find I have been preaching quite a long sermon to 
you without intending it should be so. But now, at the 
last, I must give you the three texts to my discourse: 


1, ‘Search the Scriptures.” John 5: 39, 

2. “Upon the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that 
there be no gatherings when, I come.” 1 Cor, 16: 2 

3. “And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” Matt, 4: 19, 


But this superintendent did not let the matter rest 
here. A few days before the school session was re- 
sumed, he sent out another circular letter, to teachers 
and scholars alike, to remind them of their approach- 
ing re-union, and of the duties and privileges which 
it would bring to them. In this he wrote: 


I am sure you do not need to have me remind you of 
our re-union next Sabbath. How pleasant it will be to 
renew our service of worship and study! Can you not 
come a little before the hour, that there may be time for 
greetings before our session ? 


Have you remembered your weekly offering through our 
separation? Ishall be greatly pleased to find every 
member returning a “ vacation envelope” with every 
blank filled. Though our offerings may seem small, let 
us make them very rich to God in love and gratitude. 

By this time you have begun to study our lesson for 
next Sabbath. What a precious lesson it is, and how 
beautifully it opens our winter season of privilege! Shall 
we not claim the golden text for our promise motto? 
‘** He shall feed his flock like a shepherd.” 

May the rich blessings of a child of God be yours, 


A Sanday-school thus looked after in vacation time, 
is likely to do a better work than a school only half 
cared for, which is in seasion all the year through, 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL, 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations-—will 
be thankfully received. 1! 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


Virginia, State, at Richmond......... ercticives ---Oct. 6, 1875, 
Eighth National, of Scotland, at Paisley... nauaennmamesd Oct. 7, 8, 1875. 
Twelfth Provincial, for Ontario and phe ast at Ham- 





ilton, Ont... e0 sees ...Oct. 12-14, 1875. 
Vermont, State, ‘at Barre... eocepene Oct. 18, 1875. 
Massachusetts, State, at Springfield..............- e+: -«+ Oct, 20, 21, 1875. 
Kansas, State, at Fort SCOtt..............cccccccssseeecesereees Oct. 26-28, 1875. 
Biennial First-Day School Conference of Friends in 

America, at Philadel phia..............ccssccsrersessesessersenees Nov. 6, 1875. 
New Jersey, State, at Somerville............-cccsseserseeseees Nov. 9-11, 1875. 


BROOKLYN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 
MONTHLY MEETING FOR SEPTEMBER. 
REPORTED BY CHARLES HOPKINS. 


baa regular monthly meeting of the Brooklyn 

(N. Y.) Sunday-school Union was held Septem- 
ber 13, in rh Hanson Place M. E. Church, The audi- 
ence was large, filling the church even to the highest 
gallery, while the aisles were crowded with camp- 
stools and chairs. The Rey. F. H. Marling, of To- 
ronto, Canada, made the opening prayer. Miss Carrie 
J. Clark, of the choir, sang “Hear us, O Father!’ 
Mr. Israel A. Barker, the President of the Union, told 
of the work planned by the managers for the re- 
mainder of the present year. In announcing the 
arrangements for a normal-class, under Dr. Vincent, 
he said that there were 5000 Sunday-school teachers 
connected with the Union, and 8000 Bible-class 
scholars, These normal-class lessons were the first 
ever given in Brooklyn. It would depend on the 
teachers to supply the needed scholars. It was not 
necessary to remind them of the world-wide reputa- 
tion of Dr. Vincent, who had consented to give these 
lessons, one night every week for three months, with- 
out fee or reward. Mr. Barker hoped every superin- 
tendent would canvass his school thoroughly, and ob- 
tain a good attendance. 

An address on the theme of next Sunday’s lesson, 
“The resurrection and the life,” was delivered by 
the Rev. John Hall, D.D., of New York, of which 
the following is an outline. 

To meet with so many engaged in Sunday-school 
work, he said, was a great privilege and enjoyment 
tohim. He hoped they would have the guidance 
and teaching of the Holy Ghost, so that this meeting 
would contribute to the moral and spiritual power 
of those who are engaged in Sunday-school work, It 
had been his duty to write and print his best 
thoughts on this lesson, but he would endeavor to 
separate his present remarks from any connection 
with what he had published. Every detail which it 
was proper to understand in the examination of this 
lesson, he would not attempt to bring before the 
meeting; he would seek rather to indicate those great 
points which teachers in its study might mark out 
for the guidance of their thoughts. 

And in this connection, he spoke first of the mira- 
cles recorded in the New Testament. It was a re- 
markable fact that a number of the parables and 
miracles came so near to one another. Why should 
these miracles have been detailed so particularly? 
Why was it that whenever God had sent messengers 
to men he had attested them by miracles? It had 
been so with Moses, with Jesus, and with the apos- 
tles to a great extent. Why is it that God’s mes- 
sengers are not so attested at the present day? The 
answer is because inspiration has completed the 
canon; we now have the completed revelation of the 
divine mind on the printed page. If men will not 
receive this revelation, they could not be persuaded 
though miracles were wrought. 

Miracles were the means used in attesting the 
transition from the Old to the New Dispensation. 
The gardener binds a bandage around the limb of a 
tree when he grafts it, to remain only until the sap 
has passed to the twig. When a bridge is erected, a 
frame of wood is needed to support the stones until 
the arch is finished. So it was with these miracles; 
they served a temporary purpose. And God never 
puts forth supernatural power when there is no need 
of such. 

He mentioned that, in one of the papers in which 
the lessons are expounded, there had been a mild 
criticism of the present lesson, expressing the opinion 
that it would have been better to take the verses that 
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are une sheuh 3 verse 25, nen an those which 
were selected. The idea, however, of those who 
arranged these lessons was to show Jesus as the 
Resurrection and the Life. The best and most em- 
phatic way in which he could be thus exhibited is as 
the evangelist presents him, when he declares, “I am 
the Resurrection and the Life.” Jesus is the main 
figure of the lesson, the meek and lowly Jesus, the 
way-worn, dust-stained traveler, who stands and 
speaks to his Father; and then says, “ Lazarus, come 
forth,” and is obeyed. 

Very little was known about Lazarus. The name 
was another form for Eleazer. He was the younger 
brother of two sisters of different temperaments ; the 
one being quiet and retiring, the other with an active 
nature. It is thought by some that Lazarus was the 
young man who came to Christ, of whom favorable 
words are spoken, but who showed weakness of char- 
acter, It was remarkable, the speaker thought, that 
we know so little of him; but the Bible tells us only 
that which we need to know. To satisfy all on every 
subject would have made the Bible one hundred times 
as large as any cyclopedia. Here followed a graphic 
description of the sickness, the death, and resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus. While the sisters are watching at 
the side of the death-stricken brother, they send to 
Jesus, the one in whom they have complete con- 
fidence, and for whom they have great affection. He 
does not come. He stays two days, prosecuting his 
work. When, however, he does go and arrives at the 
place of Lazarus’s burial, he says, “Where have ye 
laid him? ” He goes not inio the town, nor into the 
house, nor comes he in contact with any of the peo- 
ple. He went toward the place; and they said, 
“Come and see.” Then Jesus wept. 

Many men and women had been emboldened to 
come to Christ by this. It indicated more than his 
humanity. Jesus realized the lamentations and woe, 
the thousand untold miseries that sin had brought 
into the wor'd. These were the types of millions of 
sufferers in the world. Wecan say we have a High 
Priest who sheds tears in the presence of the very 
people whose sorrows he is about to alleviate. 

That part of Palestine in which Lazarus lay buried 
was formed mostly of limestone, and graves were 
made in the face of this soft rock. Sometimes they 
were covered with doors, but this one of Lazarus was 
not. A stone was over it. Jesus said, “Take ye 
away the stone.” What we can do the Lord would 
have us do. What we cannot do the Lord will do 
for us. The grave is opened. Then Jesus is seen in 
communion with his Father in heaven: “Father, I 
thank thee, that thou hast heard me. And I know 
that thou hearest me always; but because of the peo- 
ple which stand by, I said it, that they may believe 


that thou has sent me.” Those who stood ) heard 
the words distinctly. There was no mi: ‘iy, no 
mystery created, as those are wont to do » » pose 
to deal with the supernatural. It was ali in open 


daylight. Then, in a loud voice, is uttered the om- 
nipotent words, “ Lazarus, come forth!” 

There were three instances in the Bible, Dr. Hall 
continued, of Christ’s raising of the dead: where Jesus 
restored the ruler’s daughter, just dead, and the son, 
some time dead, and the raising of Lazarus. §o it 
was with those who were spiritually dead. There 
were some who had a good deal of good in them; a 
gentle word from Jesus restored them. He falls on 
them as the light on the eyes of a sleeping child, and 
thus awakens them. Others were farther gone, and 
needed a more emphatic command. A loud voice 
comes like thunder when the Lord speaks to sum- 
mon them, as from their graves to spiritual life. 

Lazarus came forth bound with grave-clothes, and 
Jesus said, “ Loose him and let him go.” Here two 
things were to be observed. First, the Lord never 
does for men what they can do for themselves. God 
gives us perfect righteousness, but we have to receive 
that righteousness. He has provided the whole ar- 
mor of God, but we must put it on. Any view of 
Christian peace or quiet restfulness which diminishes 
our responsibility for all that we can do, may be sus- 
pected as out of the line of God’s Word. Secondly, 
the garments of the grave with which Lazarus was 
bound, the napkin and the grave-clothes, were the 
same as with Jesus in his grave. They must be loosed 
that he who was entombed might be let go. The Ro- 
man guard said of Jesus, “ His disciples came by 
night and stole him away while we slept.” Who were 
his disciples? They were very timid and culpably 
cowardly men. When Jesus died they said there was 
an end of hope for them. One of them said, as if in 
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despair, “ We trusted that it had been he which 
should have redeemed Israel.” When timid men go 
to rifle a grave they are not very apt to fold up the 
clothes and put them in order. Jesus did not slink 
away as a coward from the grave. He left, as a con- 
quering captain treads the quarter-deck, a victor over 
the enemy. But Lazarus staggered out of the grave 
bound hand and foot with the grave-clothes. 


As to the teachings 2nd application of the truths 
of this lesson, the speaker said, there is firsi shown 
here the perfect humanity of Jesus. A true and 
perfect man was born, wept, bled, and died. There 
was unspeakable comfort in that. The penitent soul 
can plead the name of One who has a true, human 
heart, while he is also divine. When the tempted 
child of God feels overcome by the worid, when Sa- 
tan’s emissaries hiss at him, he can feel that the hand 
that holds him tenderly is omnipotent. Again 
the divinity of Jesus appears. In inexplicable union 
there is leagued with this true body and soul that 
which is the Second Person of the Trinity. Jesus is 
the true man. Jesus is the true God. This is to be 
kept before the pupils. Great light is also received 
from this lesson on the mysteries of the future. He 
who wrought this miracle gave proof that he could 
deal with death andthe grave. The children should 
be told, that, when thoughts of the grave terrify 
them, the one object to which they and we all must 
look is the blessed Jesus, Son of God, and Son of 
man—he who hath died and who liveth forever; who 
“is eble to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him.” , 


After Dr. Hall's address, the Misses Clark sang 
“The ninety and nine,” accompanied on the organ 
by Prof. Juan Algamora. Following this a praise 
and promise meeting was held, in which every one 
present was at Jiberty to take part. 


The Rev. Theodore Cuyler, D.D., asked, if it could 
not be believed that he wno had raised Lazarus from 
the dead could raise dead souis? “Lo! I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.’ 

Mr. E. C. Wilder read from Isaiah 55: 10, 11: “ For 
as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so sha!l my 
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent ii.” 


Mr. B. R. Corwin gave illustrations of the promise, 
“Come unto me all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” He had met a fel- 
low Sunday-school worker not long since, who said 
he was tired of his work. Mr. Corwin repeated this 
promise and it gave encouragemeni. And again, there 
was a soldier, a member of a Bible-class, ‘who lay 
wounded and dying on Morris Island. He was told 
he could not live. This truth c>me to him, comfort- 
ingly. His last words were, “There is a rest remain- 
ing.” 

Another repeated, “‘I am the door; by me, if any 
man entereth in he shall be saved.” The song, 
“Pass me not, O gen.le Saviour,” was then sung. 
The speaker following said, thai a year since he was 
discouraged with his work. He now had to comfort 
discouraged teachers. Fox the past year he had been 
gathering in souls for the kingdom, and he blessed 
the Lord. 


One repeated, “He that reapeth receiveth 
wages; and gathereth fruit unto life eternal.” An- 
ether, “The sting of death is sin, and the strength of 
sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Yet 
another, “ All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth: Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations; 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 
The promise, “Open thy mouth and I will fill it,” had 
come to one speaker among the hills and woods of 
Kentucky. An infant-class teacher sent up this text 
on a slip of paper, “ God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

A song, followed by the chorus, “I am saved by 
the blood of the crucified One,” was next sung. Then 
one said, “ Jesus stood and cried, saying, ‘If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink.’” Another, 
referring to the one who had been discouraged in 








weil-doing, asked, “Cannot you carry a little more 
in a good cause?” Yet another said, “ Let us not be 
weary in well-doing ; for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not. ‘Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters.’”” 

The exercises of the evening were closed with sing- 
ing, followed by the benediction, pronounced by the 
Rey. Dr. Cuyler. 

OTHER GATHERINGS. 

foe Sussex County (N. J.) Sunday-school Asso- 

ciation held its thirty-first annual convention at 
the Presbyterian church in Lafayette, on Thursday, 
September 2. The convention was large and enthu- 
siastic. Among the number of prominent Sunday- 
school workers from outside of Sussex County, was 
Mr. Samuel W. Clark, of Newark, the state secretary. 
The township secretaries reported the schools prosper- 
ous, and gave their united testimony to the value of 
the township institutes held daring the past year. In 
the county, according to the official statistics, there are 
900 Sunday-school officers and teachers, 4,700 scholars, 
and 30 schools open all the year. Over sixty of these 
schools use the Internationa] lessons. These figures 
indicate an increase of neariy 300 scholars, and a 
gain of 20 schools using the uniform'lessons. During 
the year there have been nearly 100 conversions. 
Among other matters that came up before the con- 
vention, was an earnest recommendation by the in- 
stitute committee for the employmevi of a Sunday- 
school missionary. It was decided thai a Sunday- 
school museum should be arranged foi the next an- 
nual meeting. 

The Friends’ First-day School Association of Eng- 
land reported at its last annual meeting, according 
to the London Sunday-school Chronicle, 103 associated 
schools, with an aggregate of 1,203 teachers, and 
16,117 scholars—a handsome advance over the num- 
bers of former years. The largest of these schools is 
in Birmingham, where the quarterly average of adult 
scholars sometimes exceeds 1,000 in auwher. Tue 
schools are classified as adult male, adult female, and 
junior schools. Teachers’ libraries are on the in- 
crease. as are also teachers’ meetings, or prepaiaiion 
classes. The idea of vniform lessous is making prog- 
ress, and the Commiiiee of the Associa.ion expiesses 
the belief, “vhat iucreaced experience wiil p:ove tnat 
the advantages of twe sysiem are greater than they 
ave generally supposed to be by those who have not 
tried it.” The quesiiou of Sunday-:chool recreations 
had its share of cons‘ceration, and received this men- 
vion in the annual icport: 

Much is said now in almost all the reports published 
by our schools about tea-parties, excursions into the 
country, and the like. Some may smile at the seeming 
importance attached to these things, but auely ‘t would 
be wiser to recognize in them a most powerful influence 
for good of which experience teaches the value. Human 
nature must be dealt with asa whole. We cannot treat 
a Sabbath-scholar as mind and spirit only, and forget 
the physical powers, the social instincts, the love of re- 
creation and change, which are also parts of his constitu- 
tion, and vhich, if not converted into auxiliaries to our 
work, will assuredly turn their arms against us. Perhaps 
the consecration to the highest uses even of our recrea- 
tions may be considered as a part of the work of the 
church not yet fully accomplished. Rome has indeed 


attempted it in her own perverted way: be it ours to 
show a far better ! 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 
COUNTY Institute is called to meet at Cape May 
City, N. J., October 12, 13. 


The Massachusetts State Sunday-school Conven- 
tion is to be held at Springfield, October 20, 21. 


Every Saturday afternoon, during the month of 
October, the Sunday-school lesson of the following 
day will receive an exposition from Galusha Ander- 
son, D.D., at the hall of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 


The fourteenth annual convention of the Miami 
Conference Sabbath-school Association of the United 
Brethren Church, is to be held at Twin Creek Chapel, 
Montgomery County, Ohio, October 13-15, 1875. 
Essays and addresses are promised from the Rev. D. 
Berger, editer of Our Bible Teacher, Prof. J. P. Lan- 
dis, the Rev. J. L. Swain, and other workers. A 
specimen teachers’-meeting is to be conducted by E. 
S. Chapman, on Thursday afternoon, October 14. 





The programme of Dr. J. H. Vincent’s series of 
weekly normal-class lessons before the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union,—announced last week,—has 
been arranged as follows : 

Sept. 30.—The domestic element in the Sunday -school. 
Lesson illustration : Johr 12: 23-53. 


Class drill. 

Oct. 7.—The ecclesiastic element in the Sunday-school. 
Lesson illustration : John 13: 1-9, 
Class drill. 


Oct. 14.—The spiritual element in the Sunday-school. 
Lesson illustration: John 14: 1-7. 
Class drill. 
Oct. 21.—The educational element in the Sunday-school. 
Lesson illustration: John 15: 1-8. 
Class drill. 
Oct. 28.—The laws of approach. 
Lesson illustration: John 15: 11-19. 
Olass drill. 
Nov. 4.—The laws of intellectual quickening. 
Lesson illustration: John 16: 7-14. 
Class dri!l. 
Nov. 11.—The Jaws of illuminstion. 
Lesson illustration: John 17: 15-21. 
Class driil. 
Nov. 18.—The laws of questioning. 
Lesson illustration: John 18: 35-38. 
Ciass drill. 
Dec. 2.—The sacred canon. 
Lesson iliustration: John 20: 11-18, 


Class drill. 
Dec. 9.—Bible history. 

Lesson illustration: John 20: 24-31. 
. Ciass drill. 


Dec. 16.—Bible geography. 
Lesson illustration: John 21: 15-22. 
Class drilt. 

Dec. 23.—Biblical interpretations. 
Review. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—$——<——_—_—_— 
EVENTEEN Sunday-schools for the Chinese are 
in operation in San Francisco and Oakland. 


—A gain of 310 Sunday-schools has been made to 
the Reformed Church in this country within the last 
ten years. 


—The Sunday-school of the Park Street Congre- 
gational Church, Boston, now has the afternoon for 
its session. 

—‘Gentile’ Sunday-schools are multiplying in 
Utah. The children are being drawn away from 
Moimonism, This is a hopeful reform. 


—Nearly fifty new Sunday-schools are reported as 
organized in Texas as one result of the visit there of 
Messrs, Paxson and Reynolds last spring. 


—The programme of the Ohio State Sunday-school 
Convention to be held at Dayton, June 7, 8, 1876, is 
already published, in accordance with the prompt 
habits of the workers in that state. 

—Theexperiment of putting the Sunday-school as 
the second principal service of the sanctuary has in- 
creased the Sunday-school fully ninety per cent. in a 
country Baptist church, in New London County, 
Conn, So says The Christian Secretary. 

—Bethel Mission Sunday-school, of Plymouth 
Church, Brooklyn, under George A. Bell, superinten- 
dent, has been continued in session throughout the 
summer with an attendance of not less than 525 in 
July, and 600 in August. On the first Sunday in 
September 714 were present. The schcol numbers 
in all about 1,100. 

—The Missouri United Brethren Conference, at its 
recent sessions voted, as appears by The Religious Tele- 
scope, that two Sabbath-school associations be organ- 
ized within the conference bounds, one in the east dis- 
trict and the other in the west; and that the presid- 
ing elders call the first meetings of these associations 
and name their presidents. 

—It is deemed, by Mr. Brockelmann, no slight evi- 
dence of progress in the Sunday-school cause in 
Saxony, that his missionary assistant, Mr. Oster- 
meyer, has been fortified for his work in establishing 
Sunday-schools there, by the following approval from 
the highest ecclesiastical authority in the kingdom : 

The undersigned Church Consistory are very desirous 
that the new institution called Sunday-schools, which 
have become a blessing in several towus in Saxony. 





§20 


should be established throughout our whole country, and 
we therefore entreat all the clergy of Royal Saxony to 
receive Mr, Ostermeyer very friendly, and to do all in 
their power to help him in opening such schools, 
Von Kovnenirz, 
President of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Consistory in Saxony. 


—-About a year ago Mr. John Charlton, of Nyack, 
N. Y., visited the Sunday-school of the Central Pres- 
byterian Church, Haverstraw, N. Y., and made an 
offer of ten dollars in gold to any scholar who would 
within a year from that time make a manuscript copy 
of the entire New Testament. He said that he had 
often made this offer in other schools, but had never 
received a response. Before the year was up Mr. 
Charlton was notified that five scholars, three girls 
and two boys, in the Haverstraw school had com- 
pleted the required task. Accordingly, at the last 
Sunday-school concert of this school, he was present 
to make good his promise of reward, As the five 
names were called, the scholars came forward and re- 
ceived each the promised gold piece. The gifts were 
accompanied with earnest words as to the value of 
the Scriptures, and the importance of their daily 
study. The young workers were assured that what 
they had done would prove of more value than gold 
to them, in fastening the words of God’s truth upon 
their memories. The motto on the school walls, 
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path,” was pointed out for the life guidance of 
teachers and scholars, 


—A revival of great power is reported in progress 
at Florence, Alabama, 


—Three thousand Bibles were last year supplied to 
1 300 cars, on sixty railroads, by the American Binle 
Society. 


—A young Icelander is one of the students at the 
Chicago Theological Seminary this term, says The 
Advance, 


—Evangelistic meetings, similar to those led by 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey, have been in progress in 
Hobarttown, Tasmania. 


~—Two sons of Gen, O, O. Howard, converted 
under the preaching of E. P. Hammond, were re- 
cently received into the membership of the Congre- 
gational Church at Portland, Oregon. 


—Philip Phillips was, at last accounts, in Australia, 
interesting many by his Services of Song. His family 
are with him, and he intends making a circuit of the 
globe, reaching Calcutta about December 1. 


—New Zealand is making wonderful progress under 
the gospel. The Moravian says that “the native Chris- 
tians are illustrating most strikingly the power of 
the Christian religion to save the degraded heathen.” 


—tThe Archbishop of Canterbury recommends that 
St. Andrew's day—Tuesday, November 30—be ob- 
verved as a day of intercession for missions ; or if for 
local reasons that day be inconvenient in any dis- 
trict, then any one of the seven days following. 


—Under the Orthodox Missionary Society of Russia 
missionary work is pressed vigorously in Japan. At 
Hakodadi, 336 have been baptized by clergymen of 
the Greek Church. The mission-school there is at- 
tended by forty-six boys and girls, The Greek Church 
service, iu the Japanese language, has been set to 
Russian music, and the liturgy and vesper services 
are now chanted regularly by the Japanese. 


—The second conference of Old Catholics and 
others at Bonn was closed by the entire assembly ris- 
ing and repeating the Latin Te Deum and Pater Noster, 
after Bishop Reinkens, who then offered a brief ex- 
temporized prayer in Latio, for the unity of the 
Church. The Churchman says of this conference, that 
“ people will doubtless talk of theologians ‘ playing at 
a council,’ bat its members did what no assembly for 
centuries has done—namely passed a common formula 
of doctrinal expression, to which Easterns and Wes- 
terns alike subscribed.” 


—In proof of the fact—of which some reputable jour- 
nals in this country have expressed a doubt—that the 
work of Messrs. Moody and Sankey largely reached 
the lower classes of society, and aroused many who 
were not before interested in religion, the statement 
of the Rev. Mr, Richardson, a Church of England 
clergyman, in the east of London, is worthy of atten- 
tion. In his large parish the “theatres had been 
worse attended. The dock laborers (on this he had 
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evidence from the dock officials) had to a wonderful 
extent ceased swearing and drinking, and he had, to- 
gether with his wife aad curate, talked with 700 per- 
sons who had been awakened.” 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


TEMPERANCE AND THE CHURCH.* 

N intelligent interest is on the increase in the 

temperance question—or in the question of total 
abstinence; for it is abstinence, not temperance, 
which is advocated by those who are commonly 
called themselves temperance men, and they should 
not hesitate to have itso understood. The principles 
which underlie this question are receiving more care- 
ful attention, especially by Christian people, than 
ever before, This book is in its history an evidence 
of the growing interest in the cause of abstinence, 
and its pages are an important contribution to the 
discussion of the principles involved. It was drawn 
out by an offer from two gentlemen in Scotland, of 
two prizes of 250 guineas for the best, and 150 guineas 
for the second best essay on this theme. The award 
was made by a competent committee, consisting of 
the Dean of Canterbury, Dr. Calderwood of the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, and Principal Oliver, of the 
Wesleyan Training College, at Battersea, 

The essay sets forth the extent and causes and sin- 
fulness of intemperance; the social evils resulting 
from intoxicating beverages; the hindrance of strong 
drink to the work of the Christian church; the na- 
tional burdens entailed by intemperance, It presents 
the direct teachings of the Bible on the entire sub- 
ject, considers the general principles involved in the 
questions at issue, discusses the temperance reforma- 
tion in its history and methods, and the relation of 
the state to the likuor traffic. It is, as a whole, a 
forcible and able plea for abstinence from intoxica- 
ting beverages. Its statistics seem compiled with 
care, and are brought down to the latest date prac- 
ticable, A complete index enhances its value. The 
writer seems to handle his subject carefully and with 
fairness, as if a man with positive opinions, deeply 
interested in their presentation, but refraining from 
denunciation of others, particularly of laborers in 
the same field who may not use precisely the same 
instruments, In this, certainly, his work deserves 
commendation. 

In his introduction, Mr, Smith makes the mistake, 
so common with reformers, of taking it for granted 
that no substantial progress has been made by this 
generation in meeting and lessening the evils with 
which he deals, that there is ‘“‘no appreciable dimi- 
nution” of them. If he had compiled the statistics 
of fifty years ago and compared them with those he 
now presents, he would see how groundless is the 
fear he expresses on this point. But with this ex- 
ception his work is singularly free from exaggeration. 

The close union of intemperance with crime is set 
forth with a sad truthfulness, and the notable fact is 
recorded, how rare it is to find a criminal who is an 
abstainer! The powers of temptation through drink 
is traced in connection with Sunday-school statis- 
tics: (1.) in the great number of children of drinking 
parents who are non-attendants at Sunday-school ; 
(2.) in the well-attested fact, that of scholars—and 
even teachers—from the Sunday-school who become 
criminals, it is almost uniformly found that drinking 
is the provoking cause, Startling is the table of 
pecuniary gain and loss, made up with evident pains- 
taking, and showing that while the gross expenditure 
in the United Kingdom for bread, tea, coffee, sugar, 
rice, and cocoa amounts to £137,000,000, that for 
strong drink is £140,000,000, or £4, 7s, 2d. for every 
person in the kingdom; as much for strong drink in 
one week as is given for evangelizing the heathen 
through all the churches and missionary societies in 
three years! This sum, if saved, would wipe out 
the national debt in six years, or build every year 
15,000 places of worship, at an average cost of £5,000, 
and furnish each of them with an endowment of 
£200 per annum, This of the direct loss; the indi- 
rect, through the waste of grain and labor, through 
pauperism, accident, and disease being quite as 
much mere, The whole topic of the material bear- 
ing of the question is elaborated with skill and care. 

As to remedies, a single sentence presents the 
author’s plan: “The central stronghold of the tem- 


**The Temperance Reformation and its Glaims upon the 
Christian Church.” A Prize Essay. By Rev. James Smith, M.A., 
minister of the Free Church of Scotland, Tariand. Boston; D. 
Lothrop & Co. 











perance reformation is personal abstinence.” That 
secured, and the thing is done. He sees clearly and 
enunciates firmly the truth which should never 
be lost sight of, that ‘the temperance reformation is 
a Christian enterprise, and ought always to be so 
regarded. It will fail, and it will deserve to fail, 
if it separates itself from Christian sentiments and 
the support of religion.” The chapters on the rela- 
tion of the state to temperance, and Bible teachings 
as to abstinence, are thoughtful and of value. Some 
of the views entertained by the author are still open 
to discussion, but with an acknowledgment of difti- 
culties, and no attempt to pervert or prevaricate, he 
shows a Christian spirit in grappling with this mo- 
mentous topic, in true Scotch thoroughness and 
honesty. The book will be widely welcomed as a 
thesaurus of hard facts, sound arguments, aud cogent 
appeal. 


MAGAZINES FOR OCTOBER. 


Scribner's Monthly completes its teuth volume with 
the October issue. Jessamine, a ballad by G. P. 
Lathrop, occupies the first place in this number. Ma- 
jor J. W. Powell follows with An Overland Trip to 
the Great Canon of the Colorado, mapped and iilus- 
trated. A noticeable article is one entitled, A Mad 
Man of Letters, in which an attempt is made by 
Francis Gerry Fairfield to prove that Edgar A. Poe 
was the victim of “cerebral epilepsy.” This unfor- 
tunate man, according to Mr, Fairfield, passed through 
three eras of literary maduess. “ First—a period 
during which he seems to depend for artistic effect 
upon minuteness of detail. To this type be- 
longs the Gold Bug. Secondly—a period 
during which minute analysis takes the place of 
mere minuteness of detail. Marie Roget and kindred 
productions appertain to this period. . Thirdly 
—a period marked by tales of morbid introspection, 
which commerices with The Fall of the House of 
Usher. . ..” The facts that back Mr. Fairfield’s 
ideas on this point will hardly be counted of sufficient 
strength to settle the question of Poe’s insanity ; yet a 
peculiar interest attaches to all that is written of the 
remarkable man of genius who forms the subject of 
his essay. Other articles of the number are: 
Recollections of Liszt and yon Bulow, Some Ve- 
getable Eccentricities, and an amusing story entitled, 
The Winthrop-Drury Affair, by Mrs. E. A, 
Walker. Among the poems is a pleasing one from 
Susan Coolidge, which we transfer to our columns; 
and others from H. H., George A. Baker, Jr., and 
Mary E. Bradley. Dr. Holland discusses Church 
Debts, Offensive People, and puts in A Word 
for the Women. In announcing a new volume, 
Scribner's promises a treat of good things in prospect. 

The Galazy is as readable as usual, barring its forty- 
nine pages of Mrs, Edwards and Justin McCarthy. 
One paper in particular, Claims to the Discovery 
of America, by John T. Short, is timely and inter- 
esting. It is a succinct review of the various theories 
that have been furmed concerning the discovery of 
America by the Phenicians, Egyptians, Chinese, and 
Norsemen. John Codman gives a second installment 
of his journey and observation Through Utah. 
Professor Whitney’s chapter on The Elements of 
English Pronunciation is discussed this month by 
Richard Grant White under the title of English 
Pronunciation. In this article Mr. White gives a 
short account of his parentage. His paper is worthy 
of a careful reading. The short story of the number 
is by Mrs. Rose Terry Cooke, entitled How She 
Found Out, showing how one very modest and en- 
tertaining girl ascertained her affection for a certain 
young gentleman. The denouement is pleasingly 
arranged. H. James, Jr., contributes an article on 
The Letters of Madame De Sabran. There is a 
second article in review of Sherman’s Memoirs. 
The poems are by J. W. De Forest, Mra. 8. M. B. 
Piatt, and Fanny Barrow. Alfred Rhoads gives an 
account of Octave Feuillet and his works; and E, C. 
Grenville Murray writes about The Napoleon of 
History. 


St. Nicholas now closes its second volume. The 
frontispiece for October is a wood-cut of asea fight 
between the American frigate Essex and ana 
English ship, Phobde, during the war of 1812. 
There are many fine illustrations and entertaining 
sketches for young fulks and some who may not be 
counted quite so young. The serials by Miss Alcott 
and Mr. Trowbridge are both brought to a happy 
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conclusion. In the next number Mr. Noah Brooks 
will take the place of one of these. 

Arthur's Home Magazine continues up to its 
standard, and contains“many illustrations, several 


stories, and considerable information on historical 
and biographical subjects. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


. All books received will be promptly notieed under this head, and 
such notice considered an equivalent for their value. The interests 
of our readers will guide us in making further notice. | 


The Holy Bible, with an Explanstory and Critical Commentary 
and a Revision of the Transiation, by bishops and other 
clergy of the Anglican Church. Edited by F.C. Cook, M.A., 
Canon of Exeter. Vol. V.: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentatious. 
New York: Seribner, Armstrong & Co, 


The Temperance Reformation and its Claims upon the Christian 
Chu ch. A Prize Kssay. By the Rev. James Smith, M.A., 
minister of the Free Church of Scotland, Tarland. Bosteun: 
D. Lothrop & Co.; Dover, N. H.: G. T. Day & Co. 


Jonah; The Se’f-wil'ed Prophet. A Practical Exposition of the 


Book of Jonah, together with a Translation and Exegetical 
Notes. By Stuart Mitchell. Philadelphia: Claxton, Remsen, 
& Hailfel finger 

Barford Mills; or, God's Answer to Prayer. By Miss M. E. Win- 
slow New York: National Temperance Society and Pup- 


lishirg House. 
WORTH REPEATING. 
THE “CRADLE-TOMB” 
MINSTER ; 


Susan Coolidge, ia Scribner's for October. 
4 


\ LITTLE rudely sculptured bed, 
ye With shadowing folds of marble lace, 
And quilt of marble, primly spread, 

And folded round a baby’s face. 


AT WEST- 


Smoothly the mimic coverlet, 
With royal blazonries bedight, 
Hangs, as by tender fingers set, 
And straightened for the last good-night. 


And traced upon the pillowing stone 
A dent is seen, as if, to bless 
That quiet sleep, some grieving one 


fad leaned, and left a soft impress. 


I 

lt seemed no more than yesterday 
Since the sad mother, down the stair, 

And down the long aisle, stole away, 
And left her darling sleeping there. 


But dust upon the cradle lies, 
And those who prized the baby so, 
And decked ber couch with heavy sighs 
Were turned to dust long years ago. 


Above the peaceful pillowed head 

Three centuries brood ; and strangers peep, 
And wonder at the carven hed: 

But not unwept the baby’s sleep ; 


For wistful mother-eves are blurred 
With sudden mists, as lingerers stay, 
And the old dusts are roused and stirred 

By the warm tear-drops of to-day. 


Soft, furtive hands caress the stone, 
And hearts, o’erleaping place and age, 
Melt into memories, and own 
A thrill of common parentage. 


Men die, but sorrow never dies! 
The crowding years divide in yain, 
And the wide world is knit with ties 
Of common brotherhood in pain. 


Of eommon share in grief and loss, 
And heritage in the immortal bloom 
Of Love, which, flowering round its cross, 
Made beautiful a baby’s tomb. 


OLD TIME DRINKING 


[Fisk Taylor, in Interior.] 


Wee about ten years of age, almost seventy 

years ago, I was sent to one good minister ([ 
want to assure you he was a good man) as a waiter- 
boy. An ecclesiastical council had been called to 
setile a difficulty of long standing between three mem- 
bers of the church who, after years of fruitless at- 
tempts to settle it in the church, finally agreed to 
submit it to an ecclesiastical council and abide their 
decision, Some six or eight of the most prominent 
ministers of that association for influence and ability 
were called to come with their delegates. The coun- 
cil was held at our good minister’s house, for it was a 
large house. All the ministers put up at his honse, 
and sat at his table. Enough rum, and brandy, and 
gin, together with Stoughton Bitters, as was supposed, 
was provided beforehand. But the subject of con- 
troversy was so knotty that the council had to con- 
tinue longer than they had anticipated, and the good 
host found himself approximating to the condition of 
the wedding-party at Cana of Galilee, and that, of 
course, would not do. So I was directed to catch the 
horse, saddle it, and put on also a large pair of sad- 
dle-bags, with a jug on each side (in the bags, you 
will understand), and go for a further supply of the 
ardent. I distinctly recollect that there were placed 
on the table before each meal two or three case-bot- 
tles, as they were called, holding one quart each, with 
as many kinds of spirits as there were bottles, and in- 
variably in the morning Stoughton’s Bitters was 
placed upon the table as an appetizer, as it was then 
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understood. Now, Mr. Editor, do not for a moment 
suppose that these good men, and be assured that 
they were good men, put the bottle to their lips. 
The Old Guard knew better than that. No, sir! 
They had, in those days, what were called wine or 
foot glasses, supposed to hold one-half a gill, and in 
those times called a dram, which every one, accord- 
ing to my best recollection, used to take, and no more, 
using his liberty and preference as to the kind of 
spirits set before him. Now these were selected min- 
isters out of an association of twenty-two ministers— 
Congregational, of course; good men, too, and most of 
them living to advanced ages. One of them died at 
the age of 104 years, and few, if any, under 80. The 
good host died, aged between 90 and 100. Now, who 
among us would ever dared to have drawn up a bill 
of impeachment of any or all of those old divines? 
Dr. Payson, for instance, the father of Rev. Edward 
Payson, whose praises is in all the churches. The 
Doctor was on the council, and my impression is was 
the Moderator. 


THE REVIVAL WE NEED. 
(Theodore L, Cuyler, D.D.,in The Independent. | 


HE departure of the veteran Finney to his rest, 
T and the return of Messrs. Moody and Sankey to 
their native shores, both call up to men’s minds at 
once the word revival, The ascending Elijah, of Ob- 
erlin, leaving his mantle to the returning Elisha, has 
entered wpon his heavenly joys; and not the least of 
these joys must be his discovery of many souls in 
heaven whom his labors brought thither. That one 
successful “revivalist”? has gone, and that another 
one, accompanied by his singing associate, has come to 
us, is very certain; but it is not absolutely certain that 
a general and powerful awakening is to come with 
him. To human eye it looks probable. Good men 
and women are looking, longing, and earnestly pray- 
ing for a new Pentecost. But what kind of revival 
is most needed? What graces and forces of the 
Christian church need most to be revived, what weak 
points need most to be strengthened, what broken 
walls require to be rebuilt? God knoweth best, and 
his ways are higher than our ways. But there are 
some things that we mortals can see, and, seeing them, 
can strive to secure them. 

It is very certain that one thing which sensible 
men ought not to strive after is a mere outbreak of 
spasmodic excitement, kindled by artificial methods. 
All religious awakenings must be attended with some 
degree of excitement. Peter and John made no small 
stir in Jerusalem, as Brother.Moody has made no 
small stir in London. But the excitement was an 
incident, not an end. When the noise of the thunder 
and the rain had passed away, the blessings of the 
spiritual shower remain. Good men should neither 
seek after popular excitement nor be afraid of it if 
it comes. The spiritual result is what should be 
aimed at, whether God shall order it in silence or 
amid violent demonstrations of popular feeling. 

There were some methods employed by the late 
President Finney in the days of his grandest success 
which were copied after the apostolic models and 
which cannot be easily improved. He preached God’s 
Word, clear through and without flinching. Never 
mufiling the sword of the Spirit, he made it cut to 
the very marrow. Sometimes he indulged in ex- 
travagant phrases, and often rung changes upon the 
word “ hell” until the oft-reiteration sometimes cheap- 
ened its effect on the conscience. These were small 
blemishes upon a glorious work, Finney’s great aim 
was to make every hearer feel that he was a sinner 
against a holy God; that sin was exceeding heinous 
and justly damnable; that sin should be abandoned 
straightway, and the sinner should turn immediately 
unto God, who would abundantly pardon him, through 
Jesus Christ as a complete Saviour. It was no 
scrimped and shallow gospel that our American 
Boanerges preached; but a thorough depravity to be 
fled from and a thorough holiness of heart and life 
to be striven for. He puts his plowin deep, clear 
under men’s secret motives, and it often made ripping 
work. The conviction of personal guilt produced by 
the Holy Spirit under Finney's powerful preaching 
was usually very acute and pungent. The conver- 
sions to a better life bore, usualiy, an impression as 
clean-cut as the stamp of the die on a new doilar 
from the mint. Men of intellect and culture were 
reached by his trenchant argumenta. Skeptics were 
revolutionized. The standard of daily life which he 
held up was a high and pure and manly and noble 
one. Jt demanded stern self-denial and proved its 
love of Jesus Christ by keeping his commandments. * 

As a subordinate agency to the preaching of the 
Word, Mr. Finney employed the “anxious seat” and 
the inquiry meeting, very much as Mr. Moody has em- 
ployed the inquiry meeting in Great Britain. The 
twofold object was spiritual direction in order to im- 
mediate decision for Christ. Conversion was set forth 
not as an end, but only as the starting-point of a true 
and righteous life, with Heaven’s perfection as its goal. 
It is not to be wondered at that such methods wrought 
glorious results. Many of the best men and women 
of the last quarter of a century, who have led in 
Ohristian effort aud in moral reforms, were the shining 
products of Charlea G. Finney’s powerful ministry. 

We have outlined some of the chief characteris- 
ties of the preaching and the methods employed in 
the great revivals from 1820 to 1840, because we be- 
lieve that those same features deserve to be employed 
again, Substantially, they have their foundations 
in God’s Word and in the necessities of human na- 





ture, which are always the same. We need now 
more thorough study of God’s Word; and, what is 
far more oa my oa still, a thorough keeping of God's 
law. That law is no more obsolete than is the pre- 
cious atoning blood of Calvary. The pulpit of our 
day needs to give greater emphasis to the guilt of sin 
and ita inevitable retributions, A sinner needs to 
know just what he now is before he is likely to seek 
to become better. Of a certain sort of mushy senti- 
mentalism we have had enough and too much. May 
God teach all his teachers how to teach dying souls 
the only way to Life. 

The revival we need is not only a revival of sounder 
scriptural preaching, but a revival of true Christian 
living. e have had quite a surfeit of the religion 
which luxuriates in the devout fervors of the prayer- 
meeting and the camp ground, which sings sweet 
hymns and applauds sweet sermons, and then goes 
straight off to its money-grasping and its pleasure- 
seeking and its panderings to self and sin. God for- 
bid that we speak lightly of true spiritual emotion. 
But the Christianity which Christ demands is some- 
thing deeper than a song or asermon or a sacrament. 
It is the holy and the humble imitation of himself. 

The revival, then, which we need is a revival of 
the religion which keeps God’s commandments; which 
tells the truth and sticks to its promises; which pavs 
twenty shillings to the pound; which cares more for 
a good character than a fine coat; which votes at the 
ballot-box in the same direction that it prays; which 
denies ungodly lusts and which can be trusted in 
every stress of temptation. A revival which will 
sweeten our homes and chasten our press and purify 
our politics and cleanse our business and commerce 
from roguery and rottenness would be a boon from 
Heaven. A revival which will bring not only a 
Bible-knowledge, but a Bible-conscience to all is 
what the land is dying for. The world’s sorest want 
to-day is more Christ-like men and women. The 
preaching it needs is—more sermons in shoes. 

If our honored and beloved countrymen, Moody 
and Sankey, have come to us freighted with such 
messages and aims and holy purposes, then may God 
give them an abundant entrance everywhere and a 
mighty suecess. The field is ripe and ready for their 
sickles. The Divine Spirit will surely attend them. 
God’s true people will welcome them with prayers 
and eager sympathy. Scoffers may sneer and devils 
may rage, but the word of Jehovah will grow 
mightily and prevail. To prepare for such a revival 
let us be putting away sin from our hearts and be 
seeking an inflow of the Spirit of Jesus. 


ONE TALENT. 
(James Culross, D.D., in The Church | 


A CERTAIN man, traveling into a far country, 
and intending to be absent for a long time, calls 
his servants together before he goes, and delivers his 
goods to them, to trade with during his absence. 
He makes distribution according to the “several 
ability” of each, giving to one five talents, to another 
two, and to anowher one; and, immediately after, 
takes his departure. Some of the servants prove dil- 
ligent and faithful, and increase their stock; one is 
unfaithful, and does nothing—the one to whom least 
had been committed and who had least todo. When 
the master returns, after long absence, he reckons or 
counts with his servants, approving and rewarding 
the faithful, blaming and punishing the unfaithful. 

Without attempting to explain this parable as a 
whole, [ would take a single thing out of it, and let 
it Leary by itself—namely, what is said about the one 
talent. 

To begin with, we must take care and not confound 
the “ ability” and the “talent,” as if they were one 
and the same thing. Take any two men that may be 
pamed, Peter and Jobn, Luther and Melancthon, 
Jobn Bunyan and John Milton, William Cowper 
and William Carey; the native genius of these hen 
differs both in quality and degree, and one of them 
could never have done the work of the other. Now 
the “ several ability” represents the original endow- 
ment of each, and is peculiar to himself. It is the 
gift of God, as truly as anything which a man pos- 
sesses ; and it may be enlarged and strengthened, or 
diminished, by the sort of life that a man lives-just 
as one’s arm grows stronger by reasonable use and 
withers through disuse. - But the talent is evidently 
something different from this native and original abil- 
ity. Itis not something inherent in the mau througu 
birth-endowment, to be improved by use: it is 
something given, that may be taken away again and 
put into the hands of another. In amount it is pro- 
a to the ability, and (so to speak) fits into it. 

would express the relation between the two in 
some such way a8 this. The “ability” answers to the 
goldsmith’s taste and cunning of hand; the “ talent” 
corresponds to the material given him, which he is to 
fashiou into an ornament of grace. If he should let 
the gold lie unused, it would be a mere piece of metal 
at tue last; whereas if he employs his time and skiil 
on it, he may more than double its value. ‘The 
“ ability” answers to the husbandman’s agricultural 
knowledge ; the “ talent” is the seed out of which he 
is to bring the best possible harvest. The “ ability’ 
is the sum of a Christian man’s parts and powers 
wherewith God has endowed him; the talent is the 
sum of a Christian man's opporiunities and means of 
Christian service, of all kinds. 

Thus, for example, the talent intrusted to one is the 
opportunity of training a family in the knowledge and 
love of the Lord for eternity. Another is pianted 
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providentially in a dark neighborhood 
with time on his hands, time which may 
be spent id'y and foolishly, or empvered 
nobly in works of faith and rs of 
love; in such circumstances that time is 
atalent. Another is placed in business, 
and has the i pag 5 of serving the 
Lord and advancing his cause by con- 
ducting business on Christian principles. 
Another bas wealth which he may use 
either selfishly or beneficently and for 
the glory of God. SoJ might proceed, 
almost without limit, indicating the un- 
speakable diversity of gifts which the 
Lord confers on his servants for their 
usefulness in the world. Qhe sum of 
these gifts o1 endowments, in the case of 
any single individual, is the sum of the 
talents which he is intrusted with by the 
Lord as dispenser of the kingdom of 
race. There is no servant to whom the 
rd has given nothing at ail; to each 
he has given at least one talent; and it 
is the part of Christian wisdom for every 
servant to find out what the Lord has 
given to him. 

The gift or talent which the Lord puts 
into our hands to use is proportioned to 
every man’s “several ability.” He does 
not require service which we are anfitted 
to perform, He does nov exact day-labor, 
light being denied; does nov requice us 
to cut without an axe or carve without a 
chisel ; does not Jead the child with ihe 
burden of the man* does not require us 
to use five talents. having aility to use 
only one, We may indeed, in our unwis- 
dom and ambition. attempt many thi 
for which we are unqualified and whic 
are beyond our strength; but we are not 
therehy serving the Lord truly ; in would 
be far better that we should do that 
thing, however lowly, which the Lord 
lays to our hand—and do ii faithfully 
and well. 

Sup that I am intrusted with only 
a single wilent, whav should I do? Not 
look with envy on others and murmur, 
* I wish I had five talents ;’ but use the 
one I have. That is what the Lord means 
in the case, and it is the oaly fruitful 
course io take. And to see a Christian 
man simply and faithfully using his one 
talent for the glory of God, is as giand 
and beautiful a thing as to see an arch- 
angel using his might. 

A used talent multiplies itself. In this 
respect it is like a seed sown in the 
ground, A seed that is stored ip a safe 
place remains a seed. A seed that is 
sown becomes thirty or sixty or a hun- 
dred seeds, So with a talent; rizhtly 
used, it becomes two talents; and these 
two in their turn become four. Our 
sphere of usefulness enlarges and widens 
as it is faithfully occupied ; he who fills 
to-day with golden deeds has tue oppor- 
tunity of doing nobler work to-morrow ; 
David the shepherd is taken from the 
sheepfold to become David the king 

Probably by far che greater number of 
us are endowed with only one taleat 
each, We occupy no special vantage- 
ground ; we have no extraordinary means 
of usefulness opened up to us; our daily 
life is essentially prosaic and common- 
place; from year’s end vo year’s end we 
find nothing grand or even notable to do. 
Shall we, therefore, because we can do 
little, be idle and do nothing? That 
were both foolish and sinful, and would 
infer loas of the most serious kind for 
Christ’s cause. The faithful use of the 
single talent is even more important 

»ractically than of the twos and fives, 

ake for illustration a church in London 
withseveral hundreds of members. Write 
off all those who have the opportunity of 
doing something great—say, ten persons 
with five talents each, fifty talents in all. 
These fifty talents may be doubled by 
use ; and that will make a hundred. But 
when you have written off the well-en- 
dowed, there may perhaps be five hun- 
dred members remaining, all of them 
with only one talent each on the average. 
Now suppose these five hundred talents 
to be merely doubled, that makes a thou- 
sand as against the hundred. The Lord's 
cause will gain more, then, through the 
faithfulness of the many, with one talent 
each, than through the faithfulness of 
the few—~as the fine, gentle rain, almost 
like a mist, so small as to be scarcely per- 
ceptible, is more to the thirsty fields than 
the few big drops shed from the heavy 
cloud that passes with the wind. This is 
not merely a lesson that we need to learn, 
but, as I believe, one of the most press- 
ing at the present time. The unused 

ower of the Church of Christ—what Dr. 
Chalmers called “ the power of littles”— 
is beyond all calculation. I am persuaded 
that, were it fully called forth, it would 





marvelously simplify, if not quite solve, 
the problem which has been sorely per- 
plexing us, “How to evangelize the 
masses.” That problem (under God) is 
in the hands of the men of one talent. 
The parable, of course, gives only a 
specimen of what goes on, and not a 
complete view. Very possible, ere he 
had done. the master might find a ser- 
van: who had buried five talents in the 
earth. vhus wi.udrawing them from all 
producvive use. But the warning agaiust 
doing nothing is addressed esnecially to 
the lowliest of us, who can do the least. 
It is the se, vant who had ouly one talent 
tha. proves anfaithful. Hi» unfaithful- 
nes lies in this, not tha. he squanders 
his ‘alent. turning it to a bad account, 
buc simply that he leaves it unused. It 
is a smell thing, for example, to distri- 
bute a handful oi tracts in a neighbor- 
hood, embracing any opportunity that 
presenis itself of showing Christian sym- 
pathy and kindness, or speaking Chris- 
tiem truth, The Lord prts that bundle 
of vracts in your hands; it is the one 
talent which for ihe time he wishes you 
to use faithfully for him. Bv using it 


faithfrily, you will find a  ® oppor- 
tunity of doing good by and by, the 
talent doubling itseli, On the other 


hand you may let it lie unemployed, 
shrinking iu dislike from the task of dis- 
tribution, You come back in the course 
of time and say, ‘ Here is the bundle ; I 
have kept it carefully locked iv a drawer ; 
not 2 single tract is lost. or coilec.” That 
is whe wickedness and _ slovhfulness 

ins. which the narable is a warning. 

ou coutd do vu a little, and so you did 
nothing ai all. 

Intimately connected with the neglect 
of our own talent is the spirit that dic- 
taes the duty of everybody else. The 
unnrofitable servant looks around about 
him and complains, ‘“The church is in a 
very dead condition; tiere is nobody 
an gl The fact is, he is not working 
himself, and an idle man usually has the 
sharpest eye to the faults of his brethren. 
I know a better thing than to complain ; 
set about hearty working on your own 
part. Consider what the Lord ew you 
the opportunity of doing, and in the 
strength of divine grace set about doin 
it with your might. That is the best an 
surest way of getting others to work ; set 
them the exampie; throw yourself with 
simnie and holy enthusiasm into what- 
evei service the Lord appoints. You will 
do more real good in this way than by a 
twelvemonth’s grumbling. . 

There is an equally close connection 
between idleness and false »houghts con- 
cerning the Lord. Unbeliet in his vight- 
eousness—nox 10 say iu his infinite gener- 
osity—and un faithfulness in conduct go 
tozether, the one + rzrava) sp and i atensi- 
fying the other. “I knew thee,’ says iheser- 
vant, “ that thou ari a hard man, reaping 
where thou hasv not sown, snd gathering 
where thou hast not strewed; and I was 
afraid and wen. hid .by talent in 
the earth: lo, iuere thou hast that is 
thine.” 

Oaly one other thing I would notice— 
that there is a iutuie reckoning for the 
Lord’s servants. I. may be “after a 
long time,” bur it is sure. He wili come 
“to reckon” wiva them—to look into 
their accounts, so to s , and see how 
the balance stands. It is not to be done 
by means of an “auditor,” but by the 
Lord personally. It is not to be a kind 
of vague, general glance, for form’s sake, 
with a foregone conclusion that all is 
right; but a putting of matters on their 
real, honest footing. Profession, senti- 
ment, the judgment of men, respeci of 
persons, aud so forth, are excluded from 
the procedure ; in the strictest sense it is 
“a reckoning,” according to truth and 
righteousness. I am afraid the thought 
ot “ responsibility” is quietly slipping out 
of many men’s minds. If we can only 
tide over the present, is the secret feel- 
ing, we need not concern ourselves about 
the future. With these men “ responsibi- 
lity” is a mere creed-word, that does not 
mean anything solemn or even real. 
They seem to live as if the aim of life 
were to take the most enjoyment out of 
the present, religious or worldly, or a 
combination of the two according to 
their temperament; and pleasure is pre- 
ferred to taithtul service. With a clear- 
ness which excludes all misapprehension, 
this parable declares the accountableness 
of every man to whom even one talent 
has been intrusted, and says, concerning 
every neglected opportunity and slack 
service, ** You will hear of this again.” 
“So then every one of us shall give ac- 
count of himself to God !” 





SUNDAY OBSERVANCE. 
(From The Churchman. | 


UNDAY dissipation makes Sunday 
toil for many who would gladly be 
released. The business of the State in 
the proteciion of religion is to see that 
the largest opportunity for worship is 
even. It does not enforce worship. It 
oes not say in what manner the Lord’s 
Day shall be observed. It only pre- 
scribes that the mode of observance 
shall be in such wise as not to interfere 
with the greatest freedom of the greatest 
number. 

This is strictly within the State’s duty. 
“So to use your own that you do not in- 
jure your neighbor,” is a maxim of the 
common law. Every one has a right 
to the pees highway, but under condi- 
tion of not needlessly obstructing any 
other’s use of it. The State sees to it 
that this law is carried out. We do not 
see that the pretext of a religious service 
ought, whether the occasion be a camp- 
meeting, the laying of a Romish cathe- 
dral’s corner-stone, or a sermon by a 
noted preacher at a popular watering 
place, is any defence to the violation of 
public rights. The public question is 
not that of the moralist, as to what 
makes a desecration of a holy day, but as 
to what interferes with the people’s right 
to a day of rest from labor. The moment 
the barrier is broken down in one place, 
its entire demolition is likely to follow. 
When the merchants of New York of 
their own accord, requested the discon- 
tinuance of the Sunday morning mail de- 
livery, they did a wise and right thing. 


CHILDREN’S RELIGION. 
[Ruth Elliott, in Wesleyan Sunday-school Magazine. | 


<e children’s religion is the gospel 
in its most beautiful simplicity. 
There are no perplexing questions to 
be answered; no apparent contradic- 
tions to be reconciled; no theological 
problems to be solved. It is just this: 
“We love him because he first loved 
us,” And yet there is a strange doc- 
trine prevalent among a certain class of 
teachers, that every conversion, be it of 
man, woman, or child, must be accom- 
panied by a prescribed amount of in- 
tense mental agony and fear. So they 
talk more to their class of God’s judg- 
ments than of his mercies; of his anger 
more than of his love: and try to frighten 
rather than to wia. We remember hear- 
ing a teacher urging a number of chil- 
dren, of ages varying from five to ten, to 
flee from “the wrath to come;” des- 
cribing in graphic language the awful 
precipice on the verge of which they 
stood, and the torments into which they 
might at any momeni be plunged. No 
wonder the little things listened with 
wondering awe and dread. Surely this 
was not just the method of procedure 
which the Saviour mean: his disciples to 
pursue when he said, ‘Suffer the iittle 
children to come unto me.” He- does 
not expect from the little child the 
depth of feeling, the bitter repentance 
of maturer years. All he asks is its sim- 
le trust and its fresh, young love; the 
onging v0 ve good and to do right, and 
the willing service of its dawning intel- 
ligence. 

Mosi children are very reticent about 
their own religious thoughts and feel- 
ings. It is often difficult for them to 
answer when spoken to upon the sub- 


ject: sometimes it is impossible for them 


to mention it of their own accord. Of 
this we heard a striking instance the 
other day. 

A young lady called to see a friend 
who was ill, and on leaving, one of the 
children, a sweet, intelligent little girl, 
took her downstairs. She was her own 
especial favorite and pet, and yet, being 
naturally of an extremely reserved dis- 
position, she had never spoken one word 
to her on the subject of religion. Look- 
ing down into vhe thoughtful, loving 
eyes, under asudden impulse she asked 
the question, “Maud, my darling, do 
you love Jesus?” To her astonishment 
the child stopped abruptly, and drawing 
her into a room which they were pass- 
ing, she shut the door, and clinging 
closely to her, burst into a flood of tears. 
Looking up at last with a glad, happy 
face, she said, “‘ Miss Alice, I have been 
praying for six months that you would 
speak to me of Jesus, and now you have! 
Every time I have been to your house, 
and every time you have come here, I 
have hoped you would say something, 
and I was beginning to think you never 
would.” Itwas a keen reproach to her 





friend, and one that she never forgot. 
Little Maud is now an earnest, consistent 
young soldier in Chrisi’s army. No one 
who knows her doubts the reality of her 
religion, and certainly it gives her cha- 
racter an attractive grace which nothing 
else could give. 
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Address, W. J. DUFFLE, Owner, Columbia, 8. C. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


“ROYAL SONGS” 


Our New Book for Sabbath-Schoo!s. 


“ROYAL SON GS” 


meee ay aan SOCIETY Nev York. 
er 2 Chestnr i Stree. o N. Td SELL. 


JUST ISSUED 
Presbyterian Board Of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


THE REVISED EDITION 


OF THE 


History of the Presbyterian 


CHURCH 
IN THE UNITSD STATES. 
BY REV. E. H. GILLETT, D.D., 


Avthor of “L‘’e and Times oc; John Huss” “God 
sn Heenan Thought Arcient Cit'e, and 
Empires,” ~ Li le Lesons,’ etc. 








Two Vols. Each 600 pages. Price $5. 





On iis fret appearance this History was recoz- 

nized by all branches oc the Presbyterian family 
a3 a work of eminent iruchfulness anc mer!t, and 
received the varm commendaision oi their scho- 
lars and pe ‘odicals. 
So far as the stete nent of facts are concerned, 
very little change w required in the Revised 
Edition; but wha. be ~e was asser 1 without 
qualification, as io the ralation and ¢ ‘on of the 
two parties in vimes of controveriy ard division, 
has been so modified that the party b whom 
such assertion vas regarded as historically true 
or just is alone thade responsible for it. In other 
words. the historian has allowed each party to 
sneak for iiself. representing its ow” views. while 
the readey is lefi ex liberty to draw .‘s own con- 
clusions. Please address orders to 


JOHN A, BLACK, 
Busi 


é a. + 





Superi 


“WIDE AWAKE” 


_ THE NEW ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, OF ALL AGES, 


Is everywhere pronounced the mo; rttiactive 
aud valuable. a°d cheapes. wo pe of it «ind 
ever published, Se ¢ $2.00 for it, anu make your 





n ha ali the year row 
D. LOT C@., Boston, are tre 
publishers. 





IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 


A new book for Conventions. Singing Classes, 
and Churches. 


“THE CHOICE.” 


BY JAS. Mc -.ANAHAN & C.C. CASE. 
bee BEST AND ONLY 


="'|CHOICE! 


Contains 192 es, embracing Entirely New 
Singing Schoo! Department ; Original and Strik- 
ing Exercises and Examples; St'rring Part-Songs 

and Choruses ; Beautiful $0108; Rous 





The T 
‘the Papiis’ 
Every bedy’s 


using Roun 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST" 


HAS ALREADY BEEN ADOPTED 
BY ABOUT 


2,000 SUNDAY-SCHOOLS! 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


Commends itself wherever used. and promises to 
attain as gre’. popularity as any of ous previous 
pw blications. 





“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


sold by Booksellers all over the United States- 


160 PAGES ; aes $0 PER 100 COPIES. 


Exe nine “ ExIGHTEST AND Best” before you buy 
a new song book or your Sunday-school. 


a Sent be mail, 'n paper cover on receipt of 
vwenty-.ive cents. Board covers 30 cents. 


BIGLOW «& MAIN, 
76 East Ninth St., New York. 
91 Weieate anal Onna 


WUST PUBLISHED ! 


"THE SHINING RIVER ! 


A NEW SABBATH-SCYOOL SONG BOOK. 


BY a. S. & W. O. t.ARKINS. 
PRICE $5 CENTS. - $80 PER HUNDRED. 


“ Rest fa Thee,” “ What Jesus mav sey,” “ Wan- 
deriny Cnild,” “What are these,” “Wetchman 
awake' ae spec'mens of vhe titles of the beau- 
tiful pew hymns, 0 sweet 2 new melodies. 


1! THE HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR! ! 
BY L. 0. EMERSON & W. 8. TILDEN. 
PRICE $1.00. - - $9.00 PER DOZEN, 


The “ High School Choir” is similar in general 
desigr .9 we very popular “ Hour of aye 4 
whic. jas been almost universally used in Hi 

is. The present work isin vo way infec _ 
to it» predecessor, and is entirely fresh aud new, 


THE SONG MONARCH. 


PRICE 75 CTS. $7.50. PER DOZEN. 
By H. R. PALMER, assisrsp By L. 0. EMERSON. 


Do not think of teaching a Singing | School 
oo segue using iis attractive, popular and useful 


Specimen copies sent. post-paid, for retail price. 





NE RE 


class practice are. be- 
yond question su- 


Make a Mistake, 


and Gracefu' Glees. Diy found = Soke 
EVERYTHING CHOICE. When selecting a of this kind. They 
AN Wanting in mosi works ofthe kin@. | susie Book foi your ara>, Some eatees 
‘| The “Choice” contains a large | singing Class o. Mu- ty peewee, yeep 
IMPORTANT | collection of Standard Chure 5 . aud most of them are 
~~ sical Convention, .e- the best productious 

PEATURE Tunes, for use of Cuoirs and | member that 


Congregations, and 
SIXTY PAGES OF ANTHEMS. 


Price 75 cents: $7.50 per dozen. Single Specimen 
Copie» seut, post-paid, op receipt of reiail price. 


PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
CINCINNATI, 0. 


Chureh History Stories 


BY EMMA LESLIE. 
ILLUSTRATED. - imo, - EACH $1.50, 


LAUWCTA. A Story of Affiens in the First 
Century. 





LAWVIA:; or Loys’ unto the End. A Tale of 
the Cuurca in ube Secord Ceatury. 


CADRBATUS. A Tale of the World in the 
Q Church. 


YESHA. A Tale of the Times of Mo- 
hammed. 


These volumes are written in graphic style and 
with sustained interest They Mini clear and 
unexaggerated pictmres of the struggles and tri- 
umpbs of the faith in those tryi periods, and 
are worth more than an ae | of the weak 
fictions which are pushed into Sunday-school 
Libraries.—From Christian at Work. 


Address, NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 


$05 BROADWAY, N. ¥. 


Boeke exilagst. Furnish all new. Want 
old. Write. Name this paper. American Book 
change, New York, 





of favorite authois, 


Vineyard 
Of Song, 


contains a 1 rg 
amount.of choice ana 
valuable mate 


Vineyard 
Of Song 


has been declared by 
Terchers and overs 


tue Best Work extant available for Cho- 
for Sin Classes ruses. and it is be- 
and M Conven- 


lieved to be without 
a rival for use at 
Conventions sndMu- 
sical Institutes. 


tions. 


The Rudimental 
or Eiementary De- Price, 75 cts. 





a NOs AO CHV AANTA ¢ 





partment i - 
ceded to Pyle omy eg doz. copies. 
passed : it is concise a@rSeut by mail, on 
and yet very thor- poeeiee of Retail 
ough and complete. 
BIGLOW & ‘MALIN, 
PUBLISHERS, 


76 East Ninth St., New York. 
91 Washington St., Chicago. 


A NEW MUSICUL ERA!! 


ALL CAN LEARN TO SING. 

The most Natural and Easy system of Music yet 
discovered ; learned i» one-fourth the 
time of any other, 
TEMPLE HARP. 

A New Music Book upon above system, for 
Choirs, etc. 
CRYSTAL GEMS. 

For Sabbath-schools, same system. Specimen 
pages mailed free. Teachers wanted as Agents. 
MILLERS’ BIBLE & PUBLISHING HOUSE, 

Nos. 1102 & 1104 Sansom 











An oes 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL APPLIANCES. 
TEN KINDS OF 
TEACHERS’ 


International Periodicals. 


FORTY KINDS OF 


SCHOLARS LESSON PAPERS 


On the International Lessons, and 


CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


TIREE FLUNDRED 


New Library Books. 


AT THE 


Sunday-School Book and Paper Store, 
40 Winter Street, Boston. 


Fpecial rates —— a haw me f 8 of teachers’ papers 
is subscribec 


EBEN: SHUTE, 


40 Winter Street, Boston. 


UNDAY SCHOO 


LIBRARIES. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED, 
Don't fail to include our Publications. 
WARREN &4 WYMAN, 

744 Broadway. N. ¥. 


READ EVERY WORD, 


NO CONTINUED or SENSATIONAL 
STORIES IN 


THE PEOPLE’S LEDGER. 


8 La 48 Columns of Gene Misce] lane- 
ous Reniee Matter every week, together with 

articles from the pena of such well known wr. ters 
as NASBY OUIVER OPTIC, SYLVANUR COBB, 
Jn. Mites LOUISE ALOOTT, WILL CARLTON, 
J. T. TROWBRIDGE, MARK TWAIN, and Mas. 
MARY J. HOLMES. 

SPECIAL OFFFR., 

We will send the ‘‘ PEOPLE'S LEDGER” to any 
address ev week for nm mobpths Ou trial on 
receipt of only oe’ ce 

The “ PEOPLE’S LEDGER” is an old established 
and reliable weonly hewspaper. 

We are confident that you will take the 
LEDGER for @ year if we can only induce you w 
give usa trial for three months, Address 

HENRY K. CURTISS, Publisher, 
13 School St., Boston, Mass, 

















Aa ENTS WAN ED. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR 


PATHWAYS OF 
THE HOLY LAND 


Being a full description of Palestine, its History. 
Antiquities, Iohavitsnts and Oustome, according 
to the Great Discoveries recently made ly the 
Palestine Ee yen Expeditions. It selis at 
sight. send fur our extra. terms to Ageuts, and 
see why it reils faster than any other book. 
wational Pablishing Co., Philedeiph: A, Pa. 
THE CENTENNIAL 


AGENTS WANTED. Garirtiin® or ihe 


United States shows the grap results of 1€ 0 years 
of Freedom and Progress New and complete. 
Over 1000 pages. ag eo eens buys 
it, ana ogents make from, 00 to $200 a mouin 
Address, J, C. MeOU RDY «& + Philadelphia, Fa 


WANTED! 
A First-Class Business Man, 


WITH SOME EXPERIENCE 


AS A CANVASSER 


TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE 
. 


STATE OF MICHIGAN, 
And Hire and Train Agents, 
I WILL PAY 


A SALARY OR COMMISSION. 


ADDRESS, STATING AGE, EXPERIENCE, 
AND SALARY WANTED, 


W. J. HOLLAND, 


THE SUNBAY-SCHOOL TIM Bs. 


ASSETS - ~ 





THE EQUITABLE 
LIFE ASSURANCE . SOCIETY, 
120 Broadway, New York. 


The Annual New Business of the 
EQUITABLE SOCIETY, 
During the past five years, averaged 
844,330,658. 





Paid by the EQUITABLE SOCIETY during the 
year 1874, four million eight hundred and sixteen 
thousand dollars to policy-holders and their 
families, in dividends, death claims, etc. 





HENRY B. HYDE, President. 

JAMES W. ALEXANDER, Vice-President. 
SAMUEL BORROWE, Secretary. 
GEORGE W. PHILLIPS, Actuary. 


1825. 1875. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 

INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00, - - Assets, $1,572,189 92. 

JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

WM. G, CROWELL, Secretary. 


FIRE 


HE PENN MUTUAL LIFE IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY OF tant 
DELPHIA.—Assels Accumulated, $4,87 
The Penn is a purely MUTUAL COMPANY. or 
of its surplus premiums are’returned to the mem- 
bers every year, thus furp fyoighing insurance at the 
lowest ble rates. | All policies non-forfeitabie 
for their value. Endowment we nee at 
life rates. AGENTS WANTED. 
H. 8. STEPHENS, Vice wident, 
So. . 921 Chestnut Bt, reper. Pa. 





A NEW 





PRICEH $450. 


oe 


cn URCH FURNITURE, ETC. 


ROBERT PATON & SON, 
Manufacturer of 


ctu alll sia Farafre 


TA ORP ENT 
Wer - 





SETTEES, BLACK BOARDS, &c 
No 2% Grove Street, New York. 
—Our Patent Reversible Settees are ao 
Bleecker 


peop favori Street and 8th 
Ongs Sam ie in one block of the door. 
weeedic're ae i 


r R. LAMB.59. CARMINE ST. N.Y 


Pulpits CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 


Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 
Silk $. $. Banners In colors & gold, $5 


Catalogues, 350 Tilus., ‘post-free, 15 ota, 








John Gibson—Plain, Decorative & Fresco Painting, 


J.& GH, GIBSON “cstique Ghuzen Ginss, so. 
128 & 125 South Eleventh 8t., Phila. 


CONFECTIONERY. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 





Springfield, Mass, 


219 ARCH STREET, PHILA, 


ANNUAL GASH INCOME cj sscces cc cceeeeees 10,000,000 | 
SURPLUS (over all liabilities)............... 4,000,000 


Similar to the “ Friends’ "Provident, ~ of England, 
Mortality. Prudent, straightforward, and economical management. Strictly Mutual. 
Business Men Wanted as roe ee 


INSURANCE. 


Provident Life and Trust Company, 
OF Tl an meas ek alg 13! 


- - OVER $3,000,000. 
Risks not confined to Friends. Low rates of 


17-10-1% 4w 


CAS FE ABB IETS» 00 -c0--ecnebeocdbed specie soccacnoeosss $28,( 00,000 | 


} 


| 
| 
} 
| 


} 


' 


THI 


CHARTER OAK 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


ASSETS, January ist, 1875, . $13,256,440.68 
SURPLUS,. . 1,292,543.41 


Insurance effected on all the desirable plans. 
€:m insurance under the plan of 


Deposit Insurance 


a special feature in this company. Send for cir- 


ctuars and pancvetein issued by this company. 


JAS, C, 3, WALKLEY, Pres. 


8, H. Wurrsg, Vice- Pres. and Treas, 








HALSEY STEVENS, Sec’y. 
Ww. L. Squire, Ass't Secy. L. W. MEECH, Actuary. 


AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Southeast Corner of Fourth and Wainw Streets. 


Established 1850. 
Assets, January 1, 1875, }4,793.444.53. 
TRUSTERS. 


George W, Hill, 
Alexander Whilldin, 
George Nugent, 


Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon, Alex. G. Cattell 
Isaac Haziehurst, 


Hon. James Pollock, Jaraes L. Claghorn, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 
Albert OC, Roberta, L. M. Whilidin, 


fohn Wanamaker. 
Se Charter Perpetual “Ga 


GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
JOBN 8. WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 


FOR SALE! 


PIANO 


OF ONE OF THE MOST CELEBRATED MANUFACTURERS. SELECTION CAN BE 
MADE FROM STOCK. 


COST SsS0O00. 


A CHANCE SELDOM OFFERED 


Address G. H. BROWN, Times Office, 610 Chestnut, St. 


cu URC ‘BELLS. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 


Troy, New York, 


Manufacture a Superior Quality of BELLS. CHURCH 
and CHAPEL BELLS a Specialty. 
Ba MRustrated Catnogeas agnt Free, 


BUCHEYVE RELL FOTNDRY 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of ons per and Tin 

mounted with the best yaery Hang 









an 
Tliustrated Catalogae sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
102 and 104 Kast Second St.,Vinanaatt 


$15.00 SHOT GUN. 


A double barre! gun, bar or front action locks; 
warranted genuine twist barrels, and a good 
sbooter, or 10 sale; with Flask, Pouch and Wad- 
cutter, for $15. Can be sent C0. D. with privi- 
lege to examine before paying bill. Send stamp 
for circular to P. POWELL & SON, 2288 Main 
Sireet, Cincinnati, Ohio. 








DENTAL. 


DR. TAYLOR’ Ss 


3 celebrated Tooth Paste 


Cleans and beautifies the Teeth without injury 
to the enamel. WARRANTED. 


General Depot: *°rnmaden ra 


a@- SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.-“@a 


A Beautiful Set of Gum Teeth $15, war- 

re uted equal to an meet lid s ‘old fill- 

ings, $3; "alver fil ngs, $1. Dental Rooms, 
Established 1851. .M apm, 263 6th Avenue. 





[September 25, 1875. 


GARDEN SEEDS, 





Duteh Bulbous Roots, Hyacinths, Tulips, Lilies 
and all Bulbs, Prants and Seeds for Fall lanting, 
outside, or for growing in tue house and conserva- 
tory. Descriptive Cataloxue mailed free. HENRY 
A. DREER, 8eedsman and Filo: med shsenestindidem 


71 FAS. 


OUBLE YOUR TRADE! Druggists, 
Grocers, and Dealers—Pure China and Japan 
Teas, in sealed packages, screw-top cans, boxes, or 
half chests— Growers’ . Send for circular. 
THe WELIS Tra CoMPANY, 201. Fulton St., N. Y., 
P.O. Box 460 


AUGERS AND DRILLS. 


a day guaranteed ust our Wen 
Auger & Drilis. $1 a month 
paid to good Agents, anger hnek 
free. Jilz Auger Co., St. Louis, Mo, 


UNDERTAKERS. 


A.COPP & CO. 
Successors to MRS. GEO. COPP 
General Furnisnhin Undertakers, 
—135 VINE STREET.— 


JAMES MeKNIGHT, 
0 eran | Porwishing Undertaker 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
No. 1216 RACE STREET, 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour + 
the wien or nel - JAMES ATTWOOD. 


M ISCELLAN EOUS. 








The New Sunday-school Hymn Book, meets 
unqualified approval, nearly every mail’ bring- 
ing unsonught vestimony to toe Excellence of its 
Hymns, Music, and appearance. Do not fail to 
examineit. $30 per 100. Sample copy ba wail, 
85 cts. For sale by bookse'lers generally, Phila- 
16005 JOHN J. a at 608 Arch St. 


Parties wanting in- 
GEORGIA & FLORIDA. formation about 
Georgia or F.orida, sbould subscribe for the 
M@RNING News, published at Savannah, Georgia. 
Daily, $10; Weekly, $2 per annum. Advertisers 
desiring customers in these States, should use its 
columns. It is the best paper in the Southeast. 
Specimen copies sent on receipt of five cents. 

Address, J, H. ESTILL, Savannah, Ga. 


TO ORGAN STUDEN TS. 


CLARKE’, 
IMPROVED SCHOOL 


FOR THE 


“4rron one 


The only work in which explanations are 
given of the nature and compass of the 
diiferent Stops, and of the manner 
of combining them. 


HUCH A. CLARKE, 


PROFESSOR OF MusIC AND HARMONY IN THE UNI- 
VERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


AND 
Author of “Clarke's New Method for the Piano-Forte.” 
Just issued. Sent by mail, price $2.50. 


Lee & Walker, °° Rises’ 





NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISING 


NINETY-NINTH EDITION. 
Containing a complete list of all the towna in the 
United States, the Territories and the Dominion 
of Canada, having a population greater than 5,000 
according to the last census, together with the 
names of the newspapers having the largest locat 
circulation in each of the places named. Also, a 
catalogne of newspapers which are recommended 
to advertisers as giving greatest value in propor- 
tion to prices charged. Also, all newspapers in 
the United States and Canada printing over 5,000 
copies each issue. Also, ali Religious, Agricul- 
tural, Scientific and Mechanic al, Medical, Ma- 
sonic, Juvenile, Educational, Commercial, Insur- 
ance, Real Estate, Law, Sporting, Musical, Fash- 
ion, and other special class journals; very com- 
plete lista. Together with a complete list of over 
300 German papers printed in the United States. 
Also, an essay upon advertising; many tables of 
rates, showing the cost of advertising in various 
newspapers, und everything whieh a beginner 1 
adyeytising would like to know. Address 


GEO. P. ROWELL & CO., 
41 Park Row, New York 








———— 











